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Marhaba (Hi), and welcome to the world of Arabic. 
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Taking this short course on the Arabic language gave new meaning to learning a 
second language. Not only are the 28 letters of the Arabic alphabet different from 
our letters, but writing and reading of the letters/words are from right to left. In 
addition there are three different types of Arabic: 
OUrllllic Arabic-also called classical Arabic (used for prayers & religious 
discussions) has been in use for about 2000 years 
Local dialects- ill/ormal Art/bic evolved within the last 500 years, and 
Modem Staudt/Nl Arabic - less formal than the Quranic Arabic, but more formal 
than local dialects (used to present the news) developed within the last 75 years. 

To make the language more interesting one has to remember that vowels are not 
actually letters but symbols that are placed above or below a word. The most 
important vowels are: 

Fat-ha ( represents the "AH" sound)
 
Kasra (represents the "EE" sound)
 
Damma ( represents the "00" sound)
 

We a'iso learned the Arabic ABCs as well as exceptions to the rules such as "V" not 
existing in Arabic. That sound/letter is replaced by "r' but can be read as "v" . 
Therefore, David is written as Dafid in Arabic and pronounced with the "v" sound. 
The letter "P" does not exist in Arabic either. It is replaced by "b". So Pakistan 
would' be "Bakistan" in Arabic and our word "Park" would be pronounced "Bark" 
by a native. And by the way, a "to be" verb does not exist in Arabic. Is/are 
sentences are created without the use of the actual verb. How great is that! 

We also learned helpful phrases and words should you have Arabic speaking 
students in your class. I would like to share just a few of them. 

Most popular greeting ­
Your response always­
Informal greeting 

'As-salaam alaykuym'
 
'Wa-alykum asalaam'
 
'Ahlan wa sahlan'
 
'Keef al hal'?'
 
'AI-hamdu lilah'
 
'Shukran'
 
'W'
 
'Ismi'
 
'Shou ismak?'
 
'Sabaah al-khayr'
 
'Masaa al-khayr'
 

-peace be upon you 
-and also with you 
-Hi 
-how are you? 
-fine 
-thanks 
-and 
-my name is 
-what is your name 
-good morning 
-good evening 



In that short session we were also introduced to Middle Eastern foods and how to 
ask for a certain food as well as culturrl facts about "Life at Home" and things one 
should not do when interacting with Arabs. This last tidbit more than anything was 
most important for me. One can get off on the wrong foot right at the beginning if a 
cultural rule is broken. The ones that were shared at the session were: 

Do not refuse a gift if you are offered one. 
Do not drink alcohol in public 
Do not engage in public displays of affection 
Do not enter a room fuJI of people without saying 'Asalam alaykum' 
Do not shake hands with a firm grip 
Do not ask to be introduced to a female accompanying a male. 
Do not sit with the sole of your shoe facing someone 
Do not open a gift in front of the giver 
Do not finish everything on your plate/drink 

It was an exceJlent session, kept us engaged the whole time, and allowed for a closer 
understanding of a peoples and culture that so often is misunderstood. Although 1 
must admit there was just too much information and not enough time ....that's the 
way it always is. 

'Ma asalaama' 

Erika Botsch, ABLE Coordinator 
Cleveland ABLE ProgrllIn 


