Resources for the ESOL Classroom

All instructional materials should convey information to the learners

Material should complement the teaching method and match the requirements of the task objectives

Some people learn more easily by seeing, others by hearing, others by manipulating so instruction should provide for all three modalities

Materials vary in the amount of control teachers or students have over the material; the pacing and the interactivity or responsiveness of the material to individual learners

Instructional materials can be placed on a continuum of abstract to concrete or from most difficult to comprehend to least difficult to comprehend
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Audiotapes

Spoken words

Printed words

Overheads

Chalkboard

Photographs, pictures

 




     Computerized models

Videotapes, films

Models

Real objects

Real Objects (Realia)

Authentic materials should be used at the appropriate level whenever possible: concrete items for lower levels and written materials (forms, newspapers, menus, and simplified school content material) for higher levels. It is more interesting to talk about an authentic box of cereal than simply to look at a picture of a box of cereal. 

Clocks, food items, calendars, menus, maps, household objects, money, banking supplies, containers, manual for learning to drive, phone books, classroom objects, menus, schedules, applications, forms, coupons, mirrors, phone books, games, globes, charts, newspapers, advertisements, mail

Sources: anything in your house or community

Models

Three dimensional objects are a good substitute when actual items are not available

Pictures, Photographs

Families (yours and theirs), weddings, countries, postcards, travel

pictures, photographs 

Student–generated visuals are the most meaningful learning tools.

Should be simple, clear and large enough for class to see.

Sources:  personal, magazines, catalogs and others;

Videotapes and Cameras

Videoplayer, Video Camera and videos; Still Cameras, real or disposable

Advantages: show motion and present simultaneous visual and audio information; present authentic spoken language material; attractive and motivating; bring outside world into classroom; elaborate on points 

Uses: tape student performances, school welcome video; Camera for language experience stories; create biographies and autobiographies; 
Made for teaching videos - English for All, Connect with English 

Computers and Software
Advantages: Incorporate text, graphics, motion, sound; paired learners work well 

Uses:
  PD for instructors, word-processing and web-based instruction for students; downloading free worksheets and teaching materials

Available:  Commercial software and freeware

Overhead projector, transparencies and pens
Can include color and drawings or photographs, groups can use to present work to class; 

Advantages: can make larger image than with chalkboard, presentation can be more attractive and interesting; saves time as prepared in advance

Blackboards and Whiteboards
Can provide a plan for the day’s activities or present drawings, information or definitions that will remain present throughout the lesson so students can use it as a visual reference as needed. Use the blackboard for diagrams, flow charts and other graphic organizers.

School Supplies

Colored chalk to teach word order, to differentiate between speakers in a dialogue, and to illustrate question and answer format;  Poster, butcher, newsprint and construction paper;  Felt-tipped pens, colored pencils, and crayons; File cards; Scissors, glue, and masking tape; draw pictures of the native country, draw a calendar and put in holidays, draw the U.S. map; white-out for creating information gap and cloze exercises.
Print Materials
Books and Magazines

Texts and other print materials can accommodate any teaching method.  Advantage: self paced, can reread and review

Reproducible, articles and books for a range of reading levels; found on Internet, in books

Teacher-Made Materials

Flashcards, pictures, words, labels, signs, file folders, glossaries, worksheets, etc.

Spoken Words

The spoken word is the most commonly used instructional material and the least understood

Advantages:  No equipment required, inexpensive and easy, flexible

Disadvantages:
Transient – students need to remember and understand what is said; not al students are auditory learners

Cassettes and Tape Recorders

Tape recorders can be used to record learners while they speak English at various times to show them their progress, to provide songs and  music for language, imagery and relaxation, to provide listening experiences 

Advantages: Provides variety by bringing other voices, music, interviews or speeches into the classroom; easy to use 

Disadvantages:  Provides only verbal information; not always clear

Community Resources

 You can find many programs in your state, county or community that provide free materials or speakers or places to visit on field trips. Some areas you might want to consider are:

Medical

 Crisis

                  Senior citizen

Immigration
   
 Recycling

        Travel agencies

Child Care
   Civic Involvement 
  Counseling Education
    Emergency Help
   Food

 
  Health Care
    

Housing
 
   Legal Assistance             Newcomer Info
    

Parent 

   Support
               Recreation

Transportation
   Volunteering

  Youth Programs 

Financial Counseling Services

        Mechanics
Community/Government                               Employment Programs
Labor Unions
            Public Libraries                 and much more!

A Sampling of Internet Sites 

Center for Applied Linguistics   http://www.cal.org
Better known as “CAL,” this site sponsors on-line chats with ESL experts on a variety of topics. It also provides articles on bilingual education, refugee concerns, and reviews of new teaching materials.
CNN Newsroom for ESL    http://lc.byuh.edu/CNN_N/CNN-N.html
Real reports aired on CNN are formatted as cloze exercises on this Web page. Students may fill in answers and obtain immediate results. Most of these exercises are suitable for students who are working at an intermediate to advanced level.
Dave’s ESL Café    http://www.eslcafe.com/index.html
Dave’s ESL Cafe offers a chat room for students and teachers, a graffiti wall for students, and a message exchange board. The Cafe also includes pages on phrasal verbs, current slang, idioms, and quizzes on a variety of topics. For teachers there are idea pages, job boards, a bookstore, and links to other ESL Web sites.
The ESL Loop    http://www.linguistic-funland.com/esloop
The ESL Loop is a list of sites relevant to English language teaching and learning on the World Wide Web.
ESL/EFL Lessons, Games, Songs    http://www.eslgames.com/edutainment/#redirect
While the makers of this site are intent upon having you purchase their book, they nevertheless offer a few worthwhile ideas on how to incorporate music, songs and games into the classroom.
English Grammar Links for ESL Students    http://www.gl.umbc.edu/~kpokoy1/grammar1.htm   

This site provides links to other grammar reference sites, exercises and quizzes. It also offers a teacher’s section.
English Language Practice Pages    http://www.edunet.com/english/practice.html
Although this is a British site, it provides suitable practice pages for students learning American English. Sample tests are provided, as well as a six unit course from the National Extension College UK for those considering a career in ESL/EFL. There is also a small section on confusing words used in business English.
Internet TESL Journal    http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/
The Internet TESL Journal is a user-friendly site for teachers. This electronic journal includes scholarly articles and research papers in the area of ESL/EFL. There are lists of teacher tips, ideas on teaching techniques, sample lessons, lesson plans, handouts, project ideas, and links to other ESL sites.
NCLE    http://www.cal.org/ncle
The National Clearinghouse for ESL Literacy Education features ERIC Digests on-line. These materials cover a wide range of topics on ESL literacy education.
Sara and John’s TEFL Pitstop    http://lingolex.com/jstefl.htm
Games, feedback forums, book samples, and a virtual staff room are some of the helpful stops at this site. There are also request and contributions sections.

TESOL    http://www.tesol.edu
The “Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages” Web site serves as the membership page for this ESL professional organization.
Virtual English Language Center    http://www.comenius.com
This page features weekly idioms for students, a section entitled “Fluency through Fables”, and language links designed to improve listening and writing skills.

A Sampling of Publishers

Addison Wesley Longman

10 Bank Street Suite 900

White Plains, NY 10606-1951

ESL Help Desk: 1-800-266-8855

http://www.pearsoneduc.com/
Alta ESL

14 Adrian Court

Burlingame, CA 94010

1-800-ALTA/ESL

Fax: 1-800-ALTA/FAX

e-mail: altaesl@aol.com
Cambridge University Press
32 East 57th Street
New York, NY 10022 

http://uk.cambridge.org/
Delta Systems Co., Inc.

1400 Miller Parkway

McHenry, IL 60050-7030

1-800-909-9901

http://www.delta-systems.com
Educational Activities, Inc.

P.O. Box 392

Freeport, NY 11520

1-800-645-3739

Fax: 516-623-9282

e-mail: learn@edat.com
Glencoe/McGraw-Hill

Southeastern Region

3100 Breckinridge Blvd.

Bldg. 700 Suite 705

Duluth, GA 30096

1-800-334-7344

http://www.glencoe.com/abe
New Readers Press

Department F97

P.O. Box 888

Syracuse, NY 13210-0888

1-800-448-8878

http://www.newreaderspress.com/
Prentice Hall Regents

200 Old Tappan Road

Old Tappan, NJ 07675

1-800-223-1360 

http://www.phregents.com
Pro Lingua Associates

15 Elm Street

Brattleboro, VT 05301

1-800-366-4775

e-mail: prolingu@sover.net
ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics
Center for Applied Linguistics
1118 22nd Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

http://www.ericsp.org/
 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich
2nd Floor International Division
Orlando, FL 32887 

http://www.harcourtschool.com/
Heinle & Heinle Publishers, Inc.
20 Park Plaza
Boston, MA 02116 

http://www.heinle.com/cgi-heinle/course_products_hl.pl?fid=H300&discipline_number=300&layer=menuEnglish
Longman, Inc.
95 Church Street
White Plains, NY 10601 

http://www.longman-elt.com/
Oxford University Press
200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016 

http://www.oup.co.uk/
Steck-Vaughn Company
PO Box 26015
Austin, TX 78755 

http://www.steck-vaughn.com/
University of Michigan Press
839 Greene Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48106

http://www.press.umich.edu/esl/index.html
A Sampling of Sites for Teacher Made Materials

http://www.educationalpress.org/educationalpress/Index.asp
This is a wonderful site for making personized materials or choosing from the extensive list of materials already prepared. You can make flash cards, word lists, quizzes, matching, word searches, bingo cards, etc. The Bingo boards can be 3x3 or 5x5 and you can generate as many different ones as you like or have the computer generate them. All you need to do is either select the words (such as short I words or color words) or input the words you want the computer to choose from. Print to card stock and you have a permanent set of bingo cards. 

http://www.abcteach.com/flashcards/flashcardstoc.htm
Provides flashcards of alphabets, numbers, senses, colors, emotions, people, places, things

word search puzzles, crossword puzzles, reading comprehension, etc.

http://flashcardexchange.com/index.jsp
Print out standard 3"x5" cards. Print them on card stock or normal copy paper, cut them out and you should have instant flashcards. You can use their card options or you can create your own. The cards can be printed one sided or two sided, with the definition or answer on the reverse side.  
http://www.wordsmyth.net/foundry/glossary.html
Just put in the words you want in your glossary and the program will do the rest. You can design your glossary to contain definitions, pronunciation, syllables, examples, synonyms, examples, similar words, etc. 

http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com%2F
Puzzlemaker is a puzzle generation tool for teachers. You can create and print customized word search, crossword, criss-cross, letter tiles, and cryptograms using your words.

http://bogglesworld.com/
Boggle's World is a resource site for teachers who teach elementary and middle school English, ESL and EFL to kids. Just click, print, and copy. Options include information gaps, fluency and other games, flashcards and mazes. Unfortunately, you cannot generate your own from this site. 

http://www.englishraven.com
A collection of free ready-made downloadable worksheets, flashcards, phonics and games.

Free/Inexpensive Resources

http://free-toefl.com/
Your free membership will grant you unlimited access to a full-length practice Structure exam as well as demos of Listening and Reading sections.

http://esl-lounge.com
Free ESL lesson materials and ESL lesson plans for teachers. Printable worksheets for ESL classroom teaching. English grammar, pronunciation, board games, ESL books, flashcards, board games, song lyrics and more

A Sampling of Phone Book Activities
Some of the best teaching sources come from everyday items, among them the telephone book. Students often need practice with answering questions and locating information. Have your students use the phone book to locate specific information. You can get a stack of old phone books from local businesses when the new ones come out every fall. Either individually, in pairs or in teams, the students answer the questions. The difficulty of the questions can vary according to the level of the students.

1. Your mother needs some special medicine and it is 2:00 AM. Where could you go to get it? 

2. Where could you buy a bicycle built for two? Locate two places. 

3. You'd like to have some food delivered to your home for dinner. Where would you call and what will you have for dinner? 

4. You've sprained your ankle and must use crutches for several days. Where would you call to rent crutches? List two places, their locations, and their phone numbers. 

5. Where can you apply for a job delivering newspapers? What number would you call? What is the name of the business? What is their address? 

6. You went to the beach with your family. The keys were accidentally locked in the trunk of your car. You have only one set of keys. List two places and numbers you could call to get into your car.

7. Your dog needs to be groomed and clipped. Where can you take it? What is the telephone number of the business? What is the address? Should you make an appointment? 

8. Where can you take karate lessons? Which location is closest to your home? What is the name of the place? What is the phone number? What is the address? 

9. Is there some place to call to find out the weather report? What is the number? Is there an address given? Does the place have a specific name?

10. Where can you find if a number you wish to call is long distance number? What towns listed in the phone book are long distance if calling from your home? List all of them. 

11. You need to have your Amana refrigerator repaired. List two places you can call.

12. Your friend is arriving on Delta airlines. What number can you call to find out if the plane will be arriving on time?

