EL/Civics:  Voting in the U.S. – Making Choices

Unit One:  Voting and the Election Process
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Goal:  to assist ESOL students in identifying the steps to become an registered voter and in understanding the election process.
EFF Standard(s) Used in 

this Learning Plan

  √1.  Reading with understanding 

  √2.  Convey ideas in writing

  √3.  Speak so others can

          understand

  √4.  listen actively

  √5.  observe critically

 6.  use math in problem

         solving and communication

  √7.  solving problems and  make

         decisions

   8.   plan

  √9.  cooperate with others 

 √10.  advocate and influence

   11.  resolve conflict and 

          negotiate

 √12.  guide others

 √13.  take responsibility for

learning

 √14.  reflect and evaluate
 √15. learn through research

 √16.  use information and 

         communications technology
I.  Voting Process


  Voting is an important right and duty of every citizen.  

   It’s the way we choose our leaders.

   Share a brief background on the voting history in the 

   U.S., using handout,

 A Little Bit of Voting History
A.  Requirements to vote – see handout #1,
  Requirements to Vote in Ohio

1.  Must be a U.S. citizen.


2.  Must be at least 18 years old on or before 

     election day 

3. A resident of Ohio for at least 30 days before 

election

4. Not in prison for a felony nor declared incompetent for voting by probate court

5. Register before voting

B. How to register to vote – 
1. Show video, Let’s Go Voting, 

section: “I Can Vote” and discuss contents.
2.  Using handout #2 – Voting Terms,

     Have students fill in the definition to the

      vocabulary as each word is addressed in the
      lesson.

3.  Process of voter registration:

a.   Show identification and  proof of 
      in-state residency –

          i.e, driver’s license, government  

                 issued ID, passport
b.  Register to vote 5 - 50 days prior to 
      election

c.  Complete registration form  by:

· in person

· by mail

· on line at -www.fec.gov/votregis/vr.html
d.  Register at:

· county board of elections

· Ohio bureau of Motor Vehicles offices

· public libraries

· county treasurer’s office

· by mail

· post office

· military recruitment center

STUDENT ACTIVITY:
Have students go to the website, www.fec.gov/votregis/vr.html,  make copy of the voter registration application and complete the form. Collect and check for accuracy or review in class.  Copies could be placed in student’s portfolio.


C.  When and where do you vote – refer to handout, 

                 So Many Different Kinds of Elections


1.  Federal elections for president, vice president, and congress occur the Tuesday after 
     the first Monday in November.



2.  State, county, and city levels, i.e. governor, state representatives, local council 

     people, take place during odd numbered years and different time throughout the 

     year.
3.  Vote at polling places in a precinct, which is voting district, in which you live.



 
a. Your voter registration card will identify your precinct.




b. Contact your local board of elections for your precinct.



4.  Polling places are often located in fire stations, schools, churches, libraries, 

     shopping centers.  – refer to handout,

               How Will I Find Out Where To Vote On Election Day?
5.  Polling places are open at least 12 hours on election day.



6.  You can only vote at one place. 

II.  The Election Process


A.  Choosing political parties



1.  Political party is a group of citizens who think more or less alike about the 

      government issues.

2. U.S. had 2 major political parties – Democrat and Republican

a. Have many issues on their political platform

b. All U.S. presidents have been either Democrats or Republicans

3. Third parties:

a. have different views on U.S. government from Democrat and Republican parties.

b. Have own candidate, i.e., Ralph Nader

c. Are one issues parties

d. Few get elected

e. Can be “spoilers” in presidential elections, in that third parties take votes from Democrats and Republican candidates when voters vote for third party candidates.
4.  Role of political parties: see handout #3: 
 Purpose of Political Parties In U.S.
a. Choose candidates to run for local, state, and federal offices; each political party will have its own candidates.

b. Create a platform, which consists of programs and ideas that party candidate will support.

c. Assist candidates in their election campaign.

d. Point out the weakness and poor ideas of other political parties and their candidates.

B. Primary and Regular elections

1.  Primary election:  a state election held to help select candidates within a party
2. Regular election:  an election held to select government officials

C.  Learning about the candidates and issues.

1.  Sources of information:

a.  League of Women Voters


b. newspapers


c.  TV and radio

STUDENT ACTIVITIES: 

Using local newspapers or News for You  have students engage in any of the following activities:

1. Follow/ analyze election news coverage

· Create timeline documenting important events.
· Create candidate collage, using pictures, political cartoons, headlines, quotes, and campaign promises.
· Track candidate’s travels on U.S. map, documenting what states candidates visit most and correlating the number of visits to one state with the number of electoral votes.

· Underline campaign issues and each candidate’s stand on these issues.
· Have a classroom debate on pros and cons of an issue or candidate based on newspaper coverage.

2. Report on polls and surveys – 
(Polls and surveys are often interpreted as indicators of 

which candidate will win an election.)

· Discuss their purpose and value.
· Have students write news articles on polls and survey findings.

· Have upper level students design poll regarding the presidential election to use with student body.
3.  Read and analyze editorials – for use with upper level 

      students

· Clip  newspaper election editorials and articles and have students determine the differences between an editorial and a news article.
· Have students write letters to the editor in response to an editorial.
· Using editorials, highlight editor’s position and use the following symbols:
· Circle issues

· Underline facts

· Place an (X) by negative comments

· Place a box (ڤ) around an opinion

· Star (*) solutions
4.  Recognize propaganda techniques

· Collect campaign ads from different candidates and review propaganda techniques.

· Who is the target audience?

· Is it effective?

· Have students create their own campaign ads using the following from the newspaper:

· Cartoons
· Headlines

· Articles

· photos

· Have students analyze students campaign ads

· What propaganda techniques were used?

· How could an advertisement be improved?
2.  Read, Watch, Listen 

a.  read about candidates and their “stand” on current policies and new issues


b.  listen to what political analysts say about candidates and their platforms


c.  watch and listen to candidates – do they focus on the needs of the 
                 country and its people

3. Write down who you want to vote for and take it with you to the polls.

STUDENT GROUP ACTIVITY: 
handout #4:  Things I Like/Things I Don’t Like
Have students identify the candidates and their stand on policies and issues. Write responses on the board.  Have students break into small discussion groups.  Distribute one handout to each group. Using the information from the board, have student groups discuss their likes and dislike and come to a group conclusion, which should be recorded the group’s handout. Allow 15 minutes.  Regroup.  One student representative from each group will share information from the group handout with the class.



Note:  This activity could be undertaken by having the students individually complete 

the handout  within an allotted time frame; then regroup as a class for handout 

answer sharing.
D. Casting a Ballot

1.  Ballots can be:


a.  punch cards


b.  computerized voting machines ballots

2.  Absentee or early voting– see handout:
What About Absentee Voting?

a.  for voters who are unable to vote on election day –



i.e., military, college students, traveling, illness, disability


b.  must be mailed before close of polls on election day
E. Results of Election

1. After voting polls close, all votes are counted

2. Results are made public ASAP

3.  Media coverage keeps public informed throughout election day to the conclusion of 
     the voting process.

STUDENT ACTIVITY:  Handout #14, 

Using Newspapers to Teach About the Election
Using the local newspaper or News For You have students engage in the following activities:

· Follow and analyze election news coverage

· Report on polls and survey results

· Read and analyze editorials

· Recognize propaganda techniques

EL/Civics:  Voting in the U.S. – Making Choices
Unit Two:  Application of Voting Process
[image: image2.wmf]
Goal:  to involve ESOL students in a mock election and a student council election as a reinforcement to their understanding of the election process.
EFF Standard(s) Used in 

this Learning Plan

   √1. Reading with understanding 

   √2. Convey ideas in writing

   √3.  peak so others can

          understand

  √4.  listen actively

  √5.  observe critically

 6.  use math in problem

         solving and communication

  √7.  solving problems and  make

         decisions
  √8.   plan

  √9.  cooperate with others 

 √10.  advocate and influence

 √11.  resolve conflict and 

          negotiate

 √12.  guide others

 √13.  take responsibility for

learning

 √14.  reflect and evaluate
 √15. learn through research

 √16.  use information and 

         communications technology
I.  Mock Election 
     A.  Using a voting machine – review handout #5,   

                                 Voting Machine Terms
1.  Secure a voting  demonstrator from the board of     

     election.


2.  Preview demonstrator with students.

a.  Identify punch card and explain directions.

· insert card

· place holes over post.

b.  Identify ballot and explain directions:

· turn page

· begin voting
· to continue voting

· vote for one (or two)

c. Using punch:
· insert punch in holes next to the candidate’s name  or  yes/no vote to record vote on punch card
d. Identify candidates for each office or the issue

· explain the office,
       i.e. chief executive = President
· explain the candidates
· explain the  issue
· explain yes/no vote
e.  Remind student to :

· completely punch-out chads on punch card

· DO NOT leave punch card in voting machine

· remove punch card from voting machine and place in envelop

· give envelop to poll worker

B. Mock voting process, using demo voting machines and ballots
1.  Candidates who appear on the ballot will be given positions on certain issues.
a.  Example of issues can be found on handout #6,
Possible Issues for a Mock Election



b. Candidates will take a pro or con position.



c.  Students will determine their choose of candidates based on these issues

    2.  Issue on the ballot will be discussed 


a.  students will determine pros and cons of issue



b.  approve/disapprove issue based on the presented information

    3.  Ballots will be collected and tallied.

    4. Majority rules – candidate receiving the most votes is the newly elected official  

        and issue with most votes will pass.

Student Activity:

Have students practice using the voting demonstrator.  Once competent, have students actually complete the voting process.  Students will place punch card in an envelop and return to teacher.  Selected students will tally the votes and announce the winners.

II. Student Council Election

       As reinforcement for comprehension of the U.S. election process, the MVCTC’s ESOL 
       programs decided to form a student council and have its members be elected by the student 
       body.

A.  Selecting student council candidates for president and representative:



1. One student will be elected by the student body as Student Council  President




a.  Students who are in levels 3-6 may run for this office.




b.  Term of office is 1 year.




c.  Responsibilities to be decided by the newly elected student council  under the 

      supervision of  a teacher

2.  One representative from each level will be voted into office by the student body.




a.  Any number of students from each level may run for student council 

representative.

b.   Term of office is 1 year.




c.  Responsibilities to be decided by the newly elected student council  under the 

      supervision of  a teacher
3.  Elicit attributes that students want in their student council president/representative 
     to have.   Record responses on board and keep for reference during election process. 

    
 Possible qualities/characteristics:

· commitment

· respect of others

· ability to work for others

· reliability

· honesty

· willingness to work hard



4.  Function of the student council


               
a. to represent the students in  matters of student rights



b. to be a liaison between students and administration




c. to plan student activities

B.  Making a decision



1.  Explore characteristics of a student council president




a.  What does he/she do?




b. What are his/her power/authority?




c.  What kinds of students would make a good student council president?



2.  Explore characteristics of a student council representative

a.  What does he/she do?




b. What are his/her power/authority?




c.  What kinds of students would make a good student council representative?



3.  How can students get information about student council candidates?




a.  Discuss how political candidates get information about themselves to the
      voters

· i.e., speeches, TV/newspaper ads/ talking to voters

· record student’s responses on board

b. Apply the above information  to student council candidates

c. What qualities would make a good student council candidates

· List qualities on board; then choose the best qualities

· Choose one student to make a class chart of qualities on poster board.

· Chart should be displayed throughout the election campaign.

4. Students should be encouraged to keep their own lists of qualities.  Discuss:

a. Has the candidates convinced voters he/she has qualities that are important?

b. Do students have enough information to make a decision? 

c. What are the consequences of a wrong choice?

5. Students can make a “tentative” decision on a candidate, but can change it when they vote.


C.  Campaigning for office -  Learning to develop campaign strategies

1.Student candidates will learn to select issues on which to base their campaign.  
Sample issues:

· Child care

· Increase parking spaces

· Parties

· Field trips

· More text books

2.  Student candidates will select campaign manager and  committees consisting of 
     members of the student body.

· Students running for student council president may choose any student to serve on the campaign committee

· Students running for student council member may choose only students who are in the level that they’ll represent

· Campaign committee duties:  see sample posters on 

       Handouts #10 - #11

· Create signs and poster for the candidates – see examples of these in the handout section of this unit.

· Create other campaign techniques to encourage students to vote for their candidate.

3.  Student council candidates will prepare and give campaign speeches to each class. 
     Video tape speeches as a means to critique and improve.
D. Mechanics of Voting: 



1.  Who qualifies to vote?




a.  Students who have completed the MVCTC  program registration form 
     and the BEST Plus test and are attending ESOL classes

b.  Students must have a minimum of 12 hours of class attendance.



2. Voting precincts:




a.  Classrooms will service as precincts.




b.  Students will be assigned to certain precincts and given an index card with 

     precinct number (room number)

b. Students who do not qualify to vote will serve a precinct workers:

· Manning sign sheets 

· Collecting ballots in ballot box

3.  Voting


a.  Use paper ballots with candidates’ names. See handout,


 Student Council Election ballot
· Have a committee or  class create ballots on the computers.  If computers are unavailable, have students hand create ballots.

· Have another class make a ballot box – good project for lower level  students

b.  Create an Election Committee, made up of  one student from each level, to carry-out the post election process (see below, “i”)
c.  Have each candidate prepare acceptance speeches.

d.  Decorate polling places (classrooms) with patriotic signs and symbols.

e.  Assign non-registered students to serve as poll workers.

f.  Have each student sign his/her name in the registration column of the 

     alphabetical listing of registered voters.  The alphabetical listing could be
      created on the computer by upper level students and copied for use.

g.  Have each student take their ballot to the polling booth and mark their 
     choice.

h.  Place ballots in ballot box, not allowing anyone to see it.

 i.  Have Election Committee tabulate votes and report on results.

 j.  Have winners give acceptance speeches
Student Activity:

Have students write on how they felt and what they thought about the experience of voting for student council president and representatives.  Collect and review.
III.  Conclusion

A. Share compulated comments from student writings about the student council election without revealing the student authors.
1. This activity should be conducted individually with each ESOL level .

2. Comments could be written on the board and discussed.
3. At the conclusion of this activity, return students’ writings.  Keep copies of writings in student’s portfolios.

B. Give Handout # 12, Right to Vote - Quiz.  Collect for portfolios
C.  Award certificates of completion for this module.
Name ______________________



Date__________________

The Right to Vote - Quiz
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True or False
Place (T) for true or (F) for false in front of each of the following sentences.

___T__ 1.  You must be a U.S. citizen to vote for an U.S. president.

_____ 2.  Anyone over the age of 16 can vote in the U.S.

_____ 3.  To vote in Ohio, you need to be a resident of the state for at least 30 days 

before an election.

_____ 4.  When registering to vote, you could use a utility bill as proof of 

identification.

_____ 5.  You can register to vote in person, by mail, or on-line.

_____ 6.  U.S. elections can be held in schools and churches.

_____ 7.  If you are in prison for a felony, you may vote.

_____ 8.  Major elections occur on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

_____ 9.  The only way to vote is at a polling place.

_____10.  Ballots in Ohio can only be cast by computerized voting machines
Answer Key

Name ______________________



Date__________________

The Right to Vote - Quiz
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True or False
Place (T) for true or (F) for false in front of each of the following sentences.

___T__ 1.  You must be a U.S. citizen to vote for an U.S. president.

___F__ 2.  Anyone over the age of 16 can vote in the U.S.

___T__ 3.  To vote in Ohio, you need to be a resident of the state for at least 30 

days before an election.

___F__ 4.  When registering to vote, you could use a utility bill as proof of 

identification.

___T__ 5.  You can register to vote in person, by mail, or on-line.

___T__ 6.  U.S. elections can be held in schools and churches.

___F__ 7.  If you are in prison for a felony, you may vote.

___T__ 8.  Major elections occur on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

___F__ 9.  The only way to vote is at a polling place.

___F__10.  Ballots in Ohio can only be cast by computerized voting machines
Matching
Match the words on the left with its meaning on the right.
1.  __G___  vote



A.  person running for government

2.  _____  election


B.  list of people running for government office 

and choices about new laws 

3. _____  political party

C.  state election held to select candidates within 

a party

4.  _____  eligibility


D.  problem

5.  _____  register


E.  time in which citizens can vote

6.  _____  primary election

F.  to sign up to vote

7.  _____  issue

G.  way in which U.S. citizens can choose 
government officials
8.  _____ candidate


H.  set of policies that a political party agrees to

 work for

9.  _____ platform


I.  Group of citizens who share same ideas about 

the way the government should operate

10. ____ ballot



J.  time in which citizens can vote

Answer Key
Matching
Match the words on the left with its meaning on the right.

1.  __G__ vote



A.  person running for government

2.  __E__ election


B.  list of people running for government office 

and choices about new laws 

3. ___I__ political party

C.  state election held to select candidates within 

a party

4.  __ J__ eligibility


D.  problem

5.  ___F__ register


E.  time in which citizens can vote

6.  ___C__ primary election

F.  to sign up to vote

7.  ___D__ issue

G.  way in which U.S. citizens can choose 

government officials

8.  __ A__ candidate


H.  set of policies that a political party agrees to

 work for

9.  __H___ platform


I.  Group of citizens who share same ideas about 

the way the government should operate

10. __B__ ballot



J.  allowed to vote
Handout 1

Requirements to Vote in Ohio

1. Be a U. S. citizen
2. 
Be age 18 on or before day of election.
3. Live in the area where you intend to vote for at least 30 days before election.

4. Not in prison for a felony nor declared incompetent for voting by probate court
5. Register before voting
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Handout #3
Purpose of Political Parties in U.S.
Political parties have a big role in the way the U.S. government works.  They serve our country in these five ways:

1. Choose candidates to run for local, state, and federal offices.  Each political party has a candidate.

2004 election candidates:

Democratic candidate – John Kerry

Republican candidate – George W. Bush

Independent – Ralph Nader

2. Identify the weaknesses and poor ideas of the other political parties and their candidates.

2004 election issues: some examples

war in Iraq


economy of the U.S.


abortion


environmental concerns

3. Ask the U.S. government for new programs and laws.

2004 election  - relating to the above issues

4. Spread news and information about their party’s ideas.  This helps keep people interested in what the government is doing.

2004 campaign – some examples

Candidates travel the U.S. speaking to citizens 

about their ideas and asking for their votes.

Ex. – Both Mr. Bush and Mr. Kerry have visited 

Dayton and other cities in Ohio talking about 

how they would improve employment. Opportunities

5. Watch elected officials and lawmakers do their jobs.

2004 campaign – some examples
· 911 controversy –  federal government’s slow response to early warnings of the imminent attack 

· federal budget

· improving homeland security
Handout #4
Group Name​____________________________________
2004 Presidential Candidates: 
 George W. Bush and John Kerry
Things I Like

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Things I Don’t Like

_______________________________

______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

                                    Voting Terms
      
Handout #2
candidate

platform

pros
cons
campaign
issues
political party
Democrat
Republican
third party
election
primary election
regular election
election day
vote
proof of residency
precinct
polling place (polls)
eligibility
resident
register
voting machine

punch card

majority

Handout #5
Voting Machine Terms
ballot card

punching device

punch card

turn page

to continue voting

vote for one

vote for two

insert card

this side up

place holes over post

office

issue

chief executive

Handout #10





    Kim Wang
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Kim’s Platform:
· more field trips

· smaller classes

· more parking spaces

· free child care

· end of quarter parties
Handout #6
Possible issues for mock election:
· Raising amount of minimum wage

· No documentation for employment

· No documentation for driver’s license

· Immigration reform:

· Immediate eligibility for citizenship

· Immediate eligibility for the immigration of family members

· Everybody should learn English

· Bi-lingual education in all schools

[image: image10.jpg]



Voters’ Approach to Voting:  
Student activities to reinforce understanding of various ways voters’ vote

Voting on Appearance of Candidate – 
Voters are impressed with candidates’ physical appearance.

· Have students use posters with pictures 

of the candidates - either be drawn or taken with camera.
    Voting on Candidates’ Appeal to voters-

   
Voters are impresses with candidates’ charisma.
· Have students video tape candidates in everyday settings.

   Voting by ethnic constituency-
Voters of different nationalities rally votes for their 
ethnic candidates.
· Observe if students of one nationality support the candidate of their nationality.
· If so, interview students about the reasons for this action.
    Voting for candidate based on support or lack of support on 
issues


Voters are concerned with candidate’s view on issues 

that will impact them.

· Have students develop pros and cons on 

candidates support of issues
Handout # 13

Using Newspapers to Teach About the Election
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“Newspapers in Education” which is available through local newspaper publishers is a source for obtaining newspapers for any of the following activities.  These activities help enhance students’ election learning.
1.  Follow and analyze election news coverage:
· Create a timeline documenting the most important events leading up to the election

· Candidate collage of headlines, photos, political cartoons, quotes, and campaign promises
· Track candidate’s travels on a U.S. map, identifying what states candidates visit most often and the correlation between these visits and number of electoral votes in each of these states.
· Host a classroom debate on the pros and cons of an issue or candidate based on newspaper coverage

2.  Report on poll and survey results

· Collect and analyze polls and surveys from various newspapers over several weeks and discuss their value and purpose.  Possible questions:

Who was sampled?

What is the relevance of polls to election outcome?

What events have impacted candidate’s position in the polls?

· Have students design a poll and question their schoolmates.

· Students could compile their findings from the poll that they designed and write a news article about their results.

3.  Read and analyze editorials

· Clip editorials from the newspaper. Analyze the contents by:

· Circling  issues

· Underling the editor’s position

· Highlighting the facts

· Placing Xs around negative comments

· Boxing opinions 

· Starring solutions

· Encourage students to respond to editorials with their own letters to the editor.

4.  Recognize propaganda techniques:

· Collect campaign ads and review advertising propaganda techniques – 

i.e., glittering generalities. Testimonials, and bandwagon approach.

Ask:  Who is the target audience?


Is the ad effective?

· Clip cartoons, headlines, articles, photos from the newspaper and create original campaign ads.  Have students  evaluate each others ads by asking:

What propaganda techniques were used?

Who was the target audience?

How could the ad be improved?

Unit 1:  Voting and the Election Process


     Level of students:  NRS  2-6

Table of Contents
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Election Process
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Handouts


Video:  Let’s Go Voting by Declare Yourself

VCR

News for You or local newspaper

Internet access
Unit 1:  Application of Voting Process


     Level of students:  NRS  2-6
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The purpose of the Voting in the U.S. – Making Choices is to inform the students about the voting and election process in the United States and the steps to becoming a registered voter. This module will outline mock election activities in which students can engage in reinforcement activities.

Put a check (√) in the circle (o) next to the person’s name who you want to vote for student council president and for student council representative
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Student Council Election

ESOL Program
October  2004
TURN OVER BALLOT 
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TO BEGIN VOTING
Student Council President - 



  Vote for One










             →  o
_____________________________________ _→_o___
______________________________________ →_o __
Student Council Representatives –           Vote for One


Level One
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_______________________________________→ o __






