Title My New Identity
Outcomes





                        Standard  Listen Actively

Students will learn about different cultures by 
debating social and political issues with classmates 

who adopt a secret identity of a famous person from 

a different country of origin.  

Students will ultimately use listening skills to 

determine the identity based upon Internet research.
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Title My new Identity
	Outcomes  
Students will learn about different cultures by debating social and political issues with classmates who adopt a secret identity of a famous person from a different country of origin.  Students will ultimately use listening skills to determine the identity based upon Internet research.
	Student Goals  

Adult students can escape the trials and tribulations of their tedious routine by exploring and portraying a new cultural identity.  They can use listening skills to better understand the multicultural world surrounding them.  
	Materials    Internet, Culture Grams Account, cultural props for famous person identity
NRS EFL Levels 4-6
Time Frame  2-3 class periods

	Standard 

Listen Actively
	Learner Prior Knowledge  

Students should be aware of the term “culture” and what is represents.  Students must be able to research on the Internet using the “CultureGrams” program.   


	COPS

Attend to oral information.

Clarify purpose for listening and use listening strategies appropriate to that purpose.

Monitor comprehension adjusting listening strategies to overcome barriers to comprehension.

Integrate information from listening with prior knowledge to address listening purpose.
	Benchmarks

L 4.1, 5.1, 6.1
L 4.2, 5.2, 6.2
L 4.3, 5.3, 6.3

L 4.4, 4.5, 5.4, 5.5, 6.4, 6.5
	Activities/Curricular Resources [Real-Life Applications] 

Step 1 Teacher introduces the project, its guidelines and participants who will portray the secret identity of a famous person for the debate.
Students may vote on 5 participants and countries for famous identities that will partake in the debate – or – the teacher may assign the participants and countries.  

The identity must be kept a secret throughout the lesson.
Step 2.  
Students research individually using “Culture Grams” on the Internet for an introduction to the culture of the countries chosen for debate.  The 5 participants must have detailed research and prepare for a one minute report and in depth questioning about the country’s culture.
Whole class brainstorms social and political issues and questions to raise in the debate with the famous people, which will help in determining their identities.
Step 3  The Debate:
The 5 participants greet each other appropriate to the culture, sit in round table fashion, and give their brief report on the culture of the famous person whom they are portraying; 

Classmates are attentive to the reports. 
Debate issues/questions are elicited; Alls students take notes.

Classmates may ask individual questions, rephrase or ask for clarification from the participants to monitor their own comprehension.
Step 4

Students must determine who the famous person is, what country they are from and what evidence led them to this conclusion.  

Reflection – students summarize what they have learned about cultural differences within their multicultural classroom, and consider the consequences the famous person might face as a member of the current US society. 
These final activities can be done through discussion, voting by secret ballots, or in writing.   


	Assessment/Evidence

The culmination of steps 1-4 should result in the student being able to use listening skills to determine a student’s secret identity through debate and internet research.


	Reflection/Evaluation

Next Steps


	Purposeful & Transparent 

Students will be able to see the value of this activity as a means of learning about other cultures and practicing their listening skills.  
Contextual 

Students will be able to use these skills in their everyday lives.

Building Expertise 

Students are building a repertoire of skills such as Internet research, debating an issue, and reading, listening and speaking to be used in their lives, some of which could enhance their employment skills.  




Please include any handouts

Examples of Debate Issues and Questions:
What type of government do you think is important? -and why?

Does your country have a solid economy?

Tell me about family values.

What sort of diet is popular and how does it effect the health of the people?
What should I be aware of if I’m going to visit your country?
What eating habits are unique to your culture?

Is there a gesture that I should not use in your country?

What aspect of society is your occupation?
Some of the topics in CultureGrams: 
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  » Land and Climate
  » History 
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  » Population
  » Language
  » Religion
  » General Attitudes
  » Personal Appearance 
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  » Greetings
  » Gestures
  » Visiting
  » Eating 


[image: image4.png]Lifestyle




  » Family
  » Dating and Marriage
  » Diet
  » Recreation
  » The Arts
  » Holidays
  » Commerce 
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  » Government
  » Economy
  » Transportation and Communications
  » Education
  » Health 
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  » Events and Trends
  » Contact Information



COPS


Attend to oral information.





























Clarify purpose for listening and use listening strategies appropriate to that purpose.























Monitor comprehension adjusting listening strategies to overcome barriers to comprehension.


























Integrate information from listening with prior knowledge to address listening purpose.�
Activity Addresses components


Teacher introduces the project, its guidelines and participants who will portray the secret identity of a famous person for the debate.


 Students may vote on 5 participants and countries for famous identities that will partake in the debate – or – the teacher may assign the participants and countries. The identity must be kept a secret throughout the lesson.





Students research individually using “Culture Grams” on the Internet for an introduction to the culture of the countries chosen for debate.  The 5 participants must have detailed research and prepare for a one minute report and in depth questioning about the country’s culture.





Whole class brainstorms social and political issues and questions for the debate to help determine the identities.


 


The Debate:


The 5 participants greet each other appropriate to the culture, sit in round table fashion, and give their brief report on the culture of the famous person whom they are portraying; 


Classmates are attentive to the reports. 


Debate issues/questions are elicited; Alls students take notes.


Classmates may ask individual questions, rephrase or ask for clarification from the participants to monitor their own comprehension.





Students must determine who the famous person is, what country they are from and what evidence led them to this conclusion.  


Reflection – students summarize what they have learned about cultural differences within their multicultural classroom, and consider the consequences the famous person might face as a member of the current US society. 


These final activities can be done through discussion, voting by secret ballots, or in writing.   
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