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The Northeast ABLE Resource Center

presents

The Friday NewsBriefs
February 2, 2007

Volume X, Issue 2
NEW IN THIS ISSUE                                                               
· Mark Your Calendar

· BEST Plus 
· Farewell
· OAACE is Coming


· Grant Opportunities

· The Change Agent
· The Cat in the Hat
· Job Opportunities

· The Resource Room  
      (includes many valuable resources for teachers)

· Speaking of Lesson Plans
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· Professional Development Opportunities

· Our New Email is Up and Running
· New Address
· Thoughts on Leadership
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Mark Your Calendar
Unique Professional Development Opportunity!
Thrity Umrigar, the author of one of our book club professional development selections, will be coming to the Northeast ABLE Resource Center on March 9. Ms. Umrigar is a professor of creative writing at Case Western Reserve University, an essayist and the author of First Darling of the Morning, Bombay Time, and The Space Between Us. She will speak about cultural aspects of gender and class in India and in the United States. This is sure to be an unforgettable experience. All are welcome to attend regardless of a request for professional development credit. Please see attached flyer for details.  
The Northeast ABLE Resource Center will also be offering a new alternative delivery book club activity. The activity will focus on The Freedom Writers Diary: How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them. Participants are asked to either read the book or watch the movie and write a response. This activity can be found on our website at:  http://literacy.kent.edu/NEABLE/calendar.html 
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Attention BEST Plus Testers!
The Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) would like to remind all testers that there is a quick and easy way to activate/add tests to computers.  The recent addition of Online Purchase Code Activation allows testers to activate tests automatically using CAL’s website.  This can be used in place of calling or emailing and waiting for a response.  Please see the attached step-by-step directions.
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Farewell
We would like to wish a heart-felt farewell to Jim Copeland of Seck-Vaughan Publishing as he will no longer be working in adult education. Jim is moving on to a position with Sundance-Newbridge Publishing as the K-12 representative for Ohio. Jim will miss all of his friends in adult education and would like to wish them good luck for a bright future. If anyone would like to send their regards, they may reach Jim via email at: jcopeland@sundancepub.com 
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OAACE is Coming!
Mark April 20 and 21 on your calendars as the time you’ll be in Columbus at the Holiday Inn/Worthington with your adult education friends attending the OAACE Conference. The theme this year is Keys for Success:  Connections, Commitment, and Common Sense. Sessions will offer useful ideas and practices for you, your students, and your program. Vendors will showcase the latest materials and your favorites too. Come connect with your colleagues, commit to professional development, and discover practical ideas for your work in adult education. Visit the OAACE website at www.oaace.org for more information.
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Grant Opportunities
Dollar General Community Investment

“Back-to-School Grants” provides funding for implementing new programs, purchasing school materials and/or equipment. Grant applications will be accepted as early as May 1, 2007 and no later than August 10, 2007. For more information, visit the Foundation website at http://www.dollargeneral.com/community/communityinvestments.aspx 

Adopt-a-Classroom Grant

Solely for teachers, this grant provides the opportunity for a teacher’s classroom to be adopted by an individual, foundation or business. The donor will aid in improving the classroom by providing support and up to $500 worth of credit to purchase beneficial materials to be used in the classroom. Register to be adopted at www.adoptaclassroom.com 

Best Buy Teach Grants

Support the following idea:  merging creativity, learning and technology in the classroom. There are several grants available, ranging from $2,500 to $15,000. For more information about this opportunity, check out the website at: http://communications.bestbuy.com/communityrelations/teach.asp 
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The Change Agent
Special Call for Student Writings on Voting for The Change Agent

The Change Agent is interested in hearing from adult learners who voted in the November 2006 elections. Encourage your students to write about their experiences with voting. The writings will be considered for the March 2008 issue of The Change Agent journal. It will be a special edition on Voting and Advocacy that aims to help adult educators and learners to become active advocates and informed voters.
Questions to prompt student writing:
-What was your voting experience like?

-If you voted for the first time, what motivated you to vote?

-Why do you think voting is important?

All articles must be received by March 31, 2007. All articles will be considered. They must be typed. Suggested length is 500-1,200 words. Final decisions are made by The Change Agent editorial board. A stipend of $50 will be paid to each adult education student whose work is accepted for publication in this issue. Please send material (by email or PC disk) to:

Angela Orlando, Editor

New England Literacy Resource Center/World Education

44 Farnsworth St. 

Boston, MA  02210

Phone:  617-482-9485

FAX:  617-482-0617

Email:  aorlando@worlded.org 
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The Cat in the Hat
Help support literacy and wish the Cat in the Hat a happy birthday.
In honor of The Cat in the Hat’s 50th birthday, Random House Children’s Books is donating one book to First Book every time someone sends a birthday card to the Cat in the Hat from:
www.catinthehat.com This is a fast, simple way to support literacy, please take a moment to make a difference.
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Job Opportunities
Curriculum and Training Specialist
The Central/Southeast Resource Center is hiring for the position of ABLE Curriculum and Training Specialist. Responsibilities include developing and delivering training as well as curriculum and support materials to meet identified professional development needs of ABLE staff. 

The Curriculum and Training Specialist will work closely with the Resource Specialist to integrate resources into all professional development activities. 

Pay rate is commensurate with education and experience

Job open date:  1-15-07
Job close date:  2-10-07
Planning unit:  College of Education 

Work Schedule:  M-F 8-5 May require evening and weekend hours and travel. 

If you are interested in this position or have any further questions, please contact: 
Sharon Reynolds

Phone:  740-593-0969

Email:  reynols1@ohio.edu 

To apply go to:  http://www.ohiouniversityjobs.com 
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The Resource Room
FREE

One of the most popular online resources supported by the U.S. Department of Education recently received an extreme makeover that has put hundreds of teaching and learning resources easily at the public’s disposal. 

The redesign of the FREE (Federal Resources for Educational Excellence) website—available at http://free.ed.gov –helps users to better navigate more than 1,500 resources from more than 35 federal agencies that range from an interactive program picturing phases of the moon from the National Science Foundation to video narratives by Holocaust survivors from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. It organizes these resources according to academic subjects using an appealing display of photos and illustrations for easy identification. 

In addition, the new design adds a subject map on the home page that organizes the online collection according to eight categories:  language arts; math; science; U.S. history; U.S. time periods; world studies; arts and music; and health and physical education. 

And, for observances celebrated in the classroom, the site—which is updated weekly—includes resources for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Sept. 11 as part of its special collections. 

Career Voyages

This Homeland Security website offers career resources including on-demand career videos. It is a useful resource for adult students seeking careers. This site can be accessed via:  http://www.careervoyages.gov/homelandsecurity-main.cfm 
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 Speaking of Lesson Plans......
teAchnology 

This website offers an entire page of worksheets and lesson plans for Black History Month. This page can be found at:  http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/soc_studies/blackhistory/ 

Valentine’s Day Hearts
Valentine’s Day provides an excellent opportunity to introduce the concept of idiomatic language to intermediate English language learners. This unit gives students an occasion to extend their communicative competence in informal settings. It provides them with experience in learning and using language “chunks” and negotiating meaning with native speakers. This lesson is available at:  http://www.everythingesl.net/lessons/valentine_hearts.php 

Empowering African American Board Game
The primary focus of this lesson is to teach students to understand how structure, organization, order, rules, and laws govern the fundamental operation of our society. And to understand how having Blacks in key positions impact African American success on every level. This lesson can be found at:  http://www.lessonplanspage.com/printables/POMDSSBlackHistoryEmpoweringAfricanAmericanBoardGame312.htm 
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FYI
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Please consult our training calendar often.  We are updating and adding trainings that may be of special interest to your programs.  The calendar of events can be found at:  http://mercury.educ.kent.edu/database/rcn/northeast/calendar_results.cfm 
Visit Our Website
www.neable.org. 
UPDATE YOUR RECORDS
Our e-mail is now info@neable.org.
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Thoughts on Leadership is an attachment to the Friday NewsBriefs.
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