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Everyone at the Northeast ABLE Resource Center would like to wish you happy holidays and best wishes for a fantastic new year!
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2007 Verizon Tech Savvy Awards
Nominations for the 2007 Verizon Tech Savvy Awards are now available. These are the first national awards honoring programs that improve parents’ and children’s understanding and use of technology. Four $5,000 regional awards and one $25,000 national award will be presented. The deadline for submission is January 12, 2007.
The Verizon Tech Savvy Awards were established by the National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL), the Verizon Foundation, and the First Lady of Iowa Christie Vilsack, a Verizon Literacy Champion. The awards are designed to support programs that help parents bridge the widening gap between adults’ and children’s understanding of technology. The two generations must learn to ensure that their children are literate in technology and prepared for the 21st century workforce. 

For a copy of the 2007 Verizon Tech Savvy Awards nomination form or to send a notice about the awards to a colleague, visit   www.famlit.org/techsavvyawards. 
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COABE Awards 

COABE is now accepting nominations for six prestigious awards. The awards will be presented to outstanding adult education practitioners. The award winner will receive recognition at COABE’s annual conference, as well as a $1,000 financial award to attend the conference. COABE is offering you the chance to nominate the candidate of your choice for consideration, but you must act now!
· Winners will be honored at the COABE Conference in Philadelphia, PA March 26-28, 2007.

· Award winners receive a financial award, airfare, and hotel accommodation for attendance at the Awards Banquet at the conference in Philadelphia, PA.

· Successful nominators will receive complimentary registration for the annual conference where the award is presented.

Award forms and the associated criteria can be accessed at: http://www.coabe.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=membership 

[image: image21.wmf]Dollar General and CAAL Launch Independent Blue-Ribbon Adult Literacy Commission
The Dollar General Corporation and the Council for Advancement of Adult Literacy (CAAL) recently announced the launch of the independent blue-ribbon National Commission on Adult Literacy. The Dollar General Literacy Foundation is the lead supporter of the initiative with a donation of $1 million. Dollar General chairman and CEO David Perdue is chairing the Commission. CAAL is the grantee organization and will manage the Commission study. The distinguished Commission is comprised of a former governor, Fortune 500 CEO’s, former congressional and cabinet members, and other influential business, education and literacy, and public policy leaders. 
The Commission will examine all components of the adult education and literacy enterprise in America and recommended future course for comprehensive service. One key goal is to bring about needed legislative change in federal and state policy. Another is to build better awareness and involvement by the business and philanthropic communities. Creating stronger public support is also an expected outcome. The Commission’s underlying vision is to improve American economic vitality and competitiveness, civic engagement, and quality of life – all essential to our democratic society and our nation as a world leader.


Focus on Basics

After ten years of research and development, the National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy (NCSALL) project is coming to an end. Due to a limited budget, the production of Focus on Basics has been discontinued. Volume 8, Issue B, “Learners’ Experiences” was the last issue published in print. The latest issue is available at http://www.ncsall.net/index.php?id=1150 

NCSALL’s dissemination efforts will end in March 2007.  The website (www.ncsall.net) will remain available for free downloading of NCSALL materials. 

Employment Opportunities
· The Center for Applied Linguistics is looking for a Refugee Training Specialist for their Cultural Orientation Resource Center.  
-Salary:  $50,000 to $54,000 depending upon qualifications

-Position Available:  January 2007

-Basic Function:  

Use expertise in refugee resettlement and education to further the COR Center’s work in providing technical assistance to orientation programs funded by the Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration, U.S. Department of State. 

* Some national and international travel and occasional weekend work required.

      -Qualifications:

Education:  M.A. in International Education, TESOL, or related field. Coursework and interest in refugee issues desirable.

       -Experience:  
At least five years of experience working in refugee resettlement or refugee education, with focus on cultural orientation issues is desirable as is administrative office experience with working knowledge of the Microsoft Office package, including Outlook and Access. Must have good communication skills, both orally and in writing, in English, as well as training experience. Ability to work independently and as part of a team. 

If you are interested, send resume, salary requirements, and cover letter to:

Center for Applied Linguistics

4646 40th Street NW

Washington, DC  20016-1859

ATTN:  Recruitment 06-17

· The Kathryn R. Taylor Neighborhood Center, Inc. is looking for a 21st Century Program Coordinator. 

-Rate of Pay:  $20-$25 per hour

-Qualifications:

Master’s Degree in Education, Certification K-8, Experience Managing Data and Reports, Curriculum development and lesson planning. 
       -Duties:  
Overall management of the 21st Century Program at the site, supervises the recruitment and enrollment of eligible students, develops, selects and approves curricula for the 21st Century math, reading, language arts and family literacy components. 

Please call for all other duties and responsibilities. Contact Rosie Nickerson, Chlidcare Director, at (216) 451-3050 or krtneighborhood@ameritech.net. 


         The Resource Room
· MoneySmart is helpful resource put out by the FDIC. It is available in both English and Spanish. It contains several modules as well as very good instructions for how to use the site.  It keeps track of where the learner is in the curriculum, and lends itself to the learner working through the modules at whatever pace is comfortable and being able to leave and come back in at any point. MoneySmart is available both online and in the form of a CD-ROM. Both can be accessed from:  http://www.fdic.gov/consumers/consumer/moneysmart/mscbi/mscbi.html 

· Berkeley has, on its website, a list of free online sites that facilitate distance learning. Also included are detailed descriptions and reviews. The sites offered on this list are comparable to Blackboard or WebCT. They are designed to enhance or supplement what is happening in your classes. Overall, this looks like a great resource, check it out at:
            http://www-writing.berkeley.edu/TESL-EJ/ej26/m2.html 

· Wisc-Online continues to grow. They develop new learning objects weekly. These resources are available in the Wisc-Online store that opened last spring. The learning objects remain free to use by linking the URLs to web and online resource pages. However, if you are interested in using the materials off line, you may purchase downloads for $15. per learning object. To learn more about purchasing downloads, source codes, customized builds and training visit:  www.wisconline.org 
· The CNN San Francisco Bureau and Literacyworks have partnered to develop an online adult literacy site that benefits learners and instructors. This site offers web-delivered instruction using current and past CNN San Francisco Bureau and CBS 5 news stories. Each story module includes the full text of each story and interactive activities to test comprehension. The learner can choose to read the text, listen to the text, or view the broadcast through streaming video. 

A current news story is featured and includes a variety of comprehension activities including, vocabulary, word selection, multiple choice, sequencing, and conclusions. A Your Turn module allows learners to respond to a question concerning the story they have just read. Learners can use an email form that is included to submit their comments. All comments are collected and posted on the “Your Turn” page. Learners are encouraged to respond to other learner’s comments. Visit: http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/home.html 
· A good selection of resources is available on the Learning Disabilities and Work Issues page that was a resource on the Workforce Education Special Collection. The Learning Disabilities and Work Issues page is available at:  http://worklink.coe.utk.edu/ld_work_issues.html 


Grant Opportunities
Hamburger Helper—Deadline: Monthly Grants—final deadline May 31, 2007
Hamburger Helper is sponsoring a giveaway to help schools and community organizations fund much-needed projects. The program will fund up to $15,000. per month until May 31, 2007, to worthy projects. The review committee will give priority to projects that demonstrate a community need; show how a creative or innovative plan meets this need; and describe clearly the changes that this award will bring about. For more information visit their website at:  www.myhometownhelper.com 


 Speaking of Lesson Plans......
· A number links to classroom activities and lesson plans as well as a number of great Christmas lesson plans can be found at eslflow.com.  The website offers several Christmas Lesson Plans For the ESL Classroom as well as Christmas Vocabulary Lists, Exercises and Gap-Fills For ESL, and Christmas Surveys & Questionnaires For ESL Teachers & Students. You can find these great holiday lessons at:  http://www.eslflow.com/Christmaslessonplans.html 
· The Ohio Literacy Resource Center (OLRC) has developed a searchable database of standards-based lesson plans that have been written by ABLE staff. There are currently 66 lessons that you can download and use immediately in your classroom. They cover topics in Science and Social Studies, as well as focus on the Reading, Writing and Math standards. The featured Lesson Plan of the Month (December) is The Christmas Truce. This writing lesson gives students an opportunity to gain background knowledge on WW1 for the GED test and also provides a time for rich discussion on human nature in the group. Make sure to check out these lessons at:  http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/lessons/index.html  
FYI
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Please consult our training calendar often.  We are updating and adding trainings that may be of special interest to your programs.  The calendar of events can be found at:  http://mercury.educ.kent.edu/database/rcn/northeast/calendar_results.cfm 
OUR NEW WEB SITE IS UP AND RUNNING
The Northeast ABLE Resource Center’s redesigned Web site is 

 now up and running.  Please visit us often at www.neable.org. 
 Should you visit the old Web site you will be redirected.

UPDATE YOUR RECORDS
Our e-mail address has been changed to info@neable.org.
Our telephone numbers will remain the same:
Office:  
216-261-7076 or 800-361-7076

FAX:

216-261-7579


Address:
Northeast ABLE Resource Center



23131 Lake Shore Boulevard Suite 1

Euclid, OH 44123


Thoughts on Leadership is an attachment to the Friday NewsBriefs.
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