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The TESOL Conference this year was held at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus, Ohio on November 11th and 12th. The theme of the conference was “Bridging Divides: From Classroom to the Real World.”
The conference opened with guest speaker Steve Thorne. His interests and research include language use and learning in new media environments and theoretical investigations of language, communication, and development.
I participated in very interesting sessions like the Adult Citizenship Education in the U.S. presented by Dr. Michael R. Jones, Division Chief, Citizenship Education and Testing Division, Office of Citizenship, USCIS. It was very helpful because we have some students there that are interested in becoming an American citizen and they always have question about the test.  

Another interesting session that I attended was about Interactive Games and Activities for Grammar and Vocabulary Instructions by Amy Cook, Lucinda Hunter, Dayna Herrington, and Samuel Herrington. This session focused on the use of games as a way to practice grammar and vocabulary inside a classroom. It gave practical advice for choosing and creating games. In addition, this session explained ways to adapt games in order to keep them interesting and challenging for students. It also gave instruction in how to allow students of many different skill levels to interact in the same game. I liked this session very much because was very practical and creative because our classroom is already equipped with the materials needed to use these ideas.

I really enjoyed participating in the TESOL CONFERENCE 2011 and I am looking forward to the next year.  It was a pleasurable and enriching experience for me.
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