I thoroughly enjoyed the TESOL Conference 2011.  There were several interesting and beneficial sessions.  Of particular interest were activities that involved pair and small group activities.  
We need to remember as instructors what our students are experiencing when they are learning a new language, especially taking into account learning styles and how quickly new vocabulary is acquired.  “Put Yourself in Their Shoes” reminded us what it is like to learn a new language.  Nanette Bouvier and her assistants led us in a class using several languages and alphabets which are totally different from our own and probably ones that most of us did not know.  In addition to repeating the new words several times, the presenters used visuals and movement to help teach us a few basic words or commands, addressing the basic learning styles of most learners.  I found myself trying to remember the new words by first associating them to words that sound similar in English.  The instruction required involvement by the participants and this led to a fun learning experience.  
Dictation is a part of our ESOL curriculum.  “Á New Look at Dictation” with Kathy Olson offered some new ways to use dictation.  Since many of our students have trouble with articles, one interesting idea was to omit the articles when dictating and have the students go back and fill in the correct word.  Also, students can dictate to each other or compare with a partner what they have written before checking the correct text.  Another way would be to read the sentences in random order and have the students put them in correct order.  
Amy Cook, Lucinda Hunter, Dayna Herrington, and Samuel Herrington presented several ways to use games in the classroom in their presentation, “Interactive Games and Activities for Grammar and Vocabulary Instruction.”  Teacher made board games, a racing game using phrasal verbs where students replace the phrase with a single verb and then try to be the first to create a sentence, and Jeopardy were three games we played for interactive practice.  
Cathy Treyens emphasized that it takes an average of at least seven encounters with a new word to acquire it during “Close Encounters of the Vocabulary Kind.”   Pictures of abstract word can be found on Google Images.  Google News is a good source to find articles to use for cloze exercises, but could also be used be used for dictation (see above).
In both the sessions about games and vocabulary Jeopardy was one suggested activity.  I found several sites where instructors could find a Jeopardy template to use.  Http://jeopardylabs.com, http://www.superteachertools.com/jeopardy, and http://techteachers.com/jeopardytemplates are just three of them.
I was very happy to learn some new activities to use in my classroom, some of which take very little preparation.  The students really enjoy interactive activities and I am very appreciative to have some new ideas to add to the curriculum.  
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