Ohio TESOL 2010

Another great conference in an exciting new location!

As I was browsing through the session descriptions prior to the conference, I noticed that a few  were dedicated to culture and pronunciation. These two topics are always on my shortlist of sessions to attend.

As our immigrant/refugee population in Ohio is getting more diverse by the year, I especially appreciated Burna Dunn’s session on cultural orientation – The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly. She reminded us about how very unprepared some of our students come to live in the United States. My students had a whale of a time creating lists of things that confused them as newcomers. Burna Dunn showed a video in which something as simple as a doorknob was unheard of and difficult to handle!

I would like to share my thoughts on how I combine culture and pronunciation in my teaching practice. I cannot think of a nation that does not appreciate music. 

We all can name a few melodies, rhymes etc. we learned at an early age. Can we ‘unlearn’ them?  Probably not. Rhythm has its way to make unforgettable connections in our brains. I incorporate a ‘melodic’ activity into our daily routine in which the whole class can work together – an excellent bonding activity. It can be as simple as a nursery rhyme or as complicated as a song. We frequently use the word pair ‘Humpty Dumpty’ because if the students have ‘mastered’ that, they will have no trouble greeting people by saying ‘Hi! How ARE you?’ correctly – the same rhythm. 

To make a long story short, there is a reason why native speakers say things a certain way but sometimes international adult learners prefer to sound original and risk being misunderstood. 

I will conclude by saying that I would be willing to share my experience with ‘music’ in the classroom next Ohio TESOL if there should be interest or need for it. 

