One of the sessions I attended at Ohio TESOL was Using NPR ‘s “This American Life”. NPR’s website is filled with relevant stories that adult ESL students find interesting and can inform them about American life and culture.   The “This American Life” lesson presented in the session was developed for advanced post secondary students. This lesson would be too difficult for my beginning and intermediate ESL adult students so I decided to use NPR’s StoryCorps series instead.  This program focuses on very personal human-interest stories and is shorter and easier to comprehend than the “This American Life” series.  Also the StoryCorps interviews often include colloquial speech that is especially useful for adult ESOL students to understand.  Below is a lesson that I developed using one of the StoryCorps interviews.    

Lesson Plan: “ Mom Sets Troublemaker Down the Right Path”.
I. Target Teaching Population: ESOL Level 3-4

II. ESOL Reading Benchmarks: 
Students will monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies: Objectives: R 3.4 and R 4.4.
Students will analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning: Objectives: R: 3.5 R: 4.5
Students will understand American idioms

III. Materials: Computer with Internet access to listen to story, copies of the transcript of the story, and worksheet with questions and vocabulary related to story.
IV. Procedures:
· Teacher will write the title of story on the board and more difficult vocabulary (below) from the story.
· Teacher will ask the class to predict what the story might be about based on title. 

· Teacher will review each vocabulary word by asking students if they are familiar with words and prompting them with sentences using with the words. Definitions will be written on the board.
· Listen to “Mom Sets Troublemaker Down the Right Path” (produced on Sept. 17,2010 - http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=129913909).

· Ask students to relate what they learned about the story after listening.
· Distribute transcript of story. Teacher will read it to class stopping from time to time to ask students questions focusing on particular idioms that are used in the story.
V. Assessment: 
· Distribute comprehension worksheet (below). 
· Discuss writing in complete sentences. Teacher may want to complete question 1 with the class to provide model.

· Students will complete questions individually or as partners.

· Individual students will put answers for each of the questions on the board.

· To reinforce the vocabulary the teacher can have students write their own sentences for each vocabulary word

· An additional lesson focusing on the homonyms principal/principle can be used. 
VI. Vocabulary/Comprehension Worksheet

“Mom Sets Troublemaker Down the Right Path”

Vocabulary

Principal/Principle

Siblings

Devilment

Frustration

Impromptu

Magistrate

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. What does Berryl mean when she said “her mouth got her in a lot of trouble”?

2. Berryl has ____________ siblings.

3. Berryl’s mother said she knew “the works of your hands”. What does she mean by this?

4. Who is Mrs. Clayton?

5. What does Berryl mean when she said she had the class “in the palm of her hand?

6. Berryl is now a successful teacher.

 True/False

