Ohio TESOL 2010


This year Ohio TESOL started out with an exciting keynote speaker, Kate Kinsella from the College of Education at San Francisco State University.  She gave a dynamic opening talk about our conference theme, “The Power of Words”.  She gave lots of ideas on how to teach ESOL students, young or old, a new word, and then how to make it their own.  


Another speaker who had an interesting session was Burna Dunn from the Spring Institute in Colorado.  I attended both of her sessions, but I especially enjoyed her Saturday session about cultural orientation.  As part of her session, she asked us what we would want to know if we were going to relocate to Mongolia.  Then we discussed this topic in small groups.  It was a real eye opener to what people need to know before they leave their home country.  Next, we watched ten minutes of a video from Kuwait, where people from a village were received a crash course on what they would need when they were moved to America.  They practiced using a refrigerator, a toilet, a telephone, and even a door with a handle.  Then they tried eating spaghetti and corn flakes.  It was both funny and sad to see how much they would need to learn once they arrived in the U.S.  

