ASSESSMENT
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Observing Students


Teachers can observe students and take notes while asking questions such as:

· What are the students’ strengths and weaknesses in learning to read and write?

· What kinds of lessons or materials seem to work?

· How well does the student respond to questions?

· What kinds of behaviors does the student display when reading silently?  When reading aloud?

· What does the student think reading is?

· What strategies does the student use to make meaning from text?

Interviewing Students


Teachers can interview students to find out about their reading and writing processes by asking questions 
such as:

· What do you do when you pick up a textbook to read?  How is that different from what you do when you read the phonebook?

· When you write a paper, what do you do to plan your writing?

· What do you do when you are reading and you come to a word that you don’t know?

Teachers can find out about their students’ attitudes about literacy and reading and writing habits by asking questions such as:

· Do you every read in your spare time?

· Do you enjoy reading?

· What do you enjoy reading about?

· How many books do you own?

· Do you have any subscription to any magazines or to the newspaper?

· What kinds of reading do you do on a daily basis?

· What kinds of reading do you do?

· How do you feel about writing?  Is it easy or difficult for you to write?

Creating Checklists


Teachers can create checklists to assess student attributes or behaviors while engaging in reading and 


writing.  These checklist can have items such as:

· Student takes notes while reading.

· Student uses his/her finger to point to the words on a page.

· Student becomes frustrated when he/she comes to an unknown word.

· Student brings children’s books to class to read.

· Study rarely talks in class.

· Student shows evidence of planning before beginning to write.

Creating Portfolios


Teachers and students can create portfolios of student work.  Representative examples of the work


are placed in the portfolio, as well as teacher observation, and other products developed by the


student.  Key questions to ask when determining what to include:

· Does (or will) this example show student progress?

· Is this example representative of the student’s work?

· Does this example relate to the student’s goals?

· Does this entry accurately portray the student?

Methods of Monitoring Student Progress
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