ASSESSMENT
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Learner assessment, the process of collecting and analyzing data provided by the learners in order to make judgments about the literacy accomplishments of individuals or groups, is a key feature of adult literacy programs.  Learner assessment occurs in different forms throughout an adult’s participation in a literacy program.  It yields distinct types of information.  It provides information to teachers for use in instructional planning, to learners for determining their progress toward particular goals, to program funders for establishing some degree of program

accountability and success.

Four major types of approaches to learner assessment have been identified in the literature:

· Standardized Testing

· Materials Based

· Competency Based

· Participatory

Because of the variety of learner goals and accomplishments, multiple methods of assessment seem logical.  Such an approach provides learners, teachers, and others with multiple views of learner accomplishments.

Critical features of any learner assessment are as follows:
· Assessment should serve as a means of improving instruction

· Assessment should empower students with feedback on learning process and outcomes.

· Assessment should include multiple measures to provide a comprehensive picture.

· Assessment should be used friendly.
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