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Overview

Ohio’s benchmarks for Read With Understanding are developmental descriptions of performance for the Read With Understanding Standard.  The six levels described are points on a continuum showing key stages in students’ development and their increasing ability to accomplish activities in daily life.  This continuum has been specifically designed to describe performance in reading and writing from the National Reporting System (NRS) Educational Functioning Levels one to six.

The overview section contains the key knowledge, skills and strategies which are needed for proficient performance at each level.  These indicators show the changes at each level.  The changes also show how the learners develop their abilities and meet the criteria necessary to move on to the next level. 

Highlighted in this section is an explanation of the students’ ability to decode and recognize printed letters and words.  The amount of text and complexity of the words students are expected to recognize and decode increases as they move up the levels.  This section also deals with students’ familiarity with vocabulary.  At lower levels, students are expected to be familiar with common vocabulary. As they move up levels, the vocabulary becomes increasingly specialized.  There is also a focus on students’ abilities to draw on and apply prior knowledge in order to facilitate their understanding of the text.

In addition, this section explains how the students deal with organizing ideas into sentences and paragraphs, planning what to write and selecting appropriate vocabulary.  Also addressed are the revision and editing phases of writing.  As students become more proficient, they are expected to use a wider variety of strategies to enhance meaning.  Remember that the purpose and audience for communicating is constant across levels; however, they are applied in more complex ways.  As students move up the levels, their purpose for writing will become more complex.

Standard 

The subject area begins with the definition of the standard which remains the same for each level of performance.  This integrated skill process is consistent across the levels. The growth and complexity of the underlying knowledge base change from level to level, as does the ability to accomplish an increasing range and variety of tasks.

At each level the skill process being described begins with determining the reading purpose and continues through an iterative process of integrating new information with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose. At each successive level of performance, the addition of new skills and knowledge lead to more fluent and independent readers with the ability to read increasingly demanding reading materials. 

Ohio Benchmarks

The benchmarks which make up the Standard are useful tools for communicating the skills needed to meet each standard.  By making it clear how the skills process is defined, adult learners are able to express their own learning goals. Further, teachers are able to use teaching and learning activities that help learners increase their ability to use the standard to accomplish everyday activities.

Examples of Real Life Activities

For teachers of adult basic education, it is often a challenge to understand the differences between teaching individual skills and teaching skills integrated with the strategies. This section has examples of the kinds of real-life applications of the standard which can be performed by adults at each level.  These examples represent only a few activities and more could be developed by teachers and students.

Instructional Resources   

The Eureka! database found at http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka contains a growing bank of lesson plans which were created using Ohio’s Standards and Benchmarks as their focus.  This database is searchable by keyword and also provides resources such as trade books and teaching strategies.  Teachers across Ohio are being asked to contribute their lessons as they build their expertise of standards-based education.  Anyone interested in sharing any of their lessons, please contact Judy Franks at jfranks@literacy.kent.edu.

Resources:

Improving Performance, Reporting Results: The Guide to Using the EFF Read With Understanding Assessment Prototype. Equipped for the Future Assessment Consortium. April 2004 http://eff.cls.utk.edu/PDF/RWU_Assessment.pdf            
A Guide to Using the Convey Ideas in Writing Performance Continuum http://eff.cls.utk.edu/assessment/write1.htm
Read With Understanding Performance Continuum http://eff.cls.utk.edu/assessment/arc_library.htm 

Convey Ideas in Writing Performance Continuum http://eff.cls.utk.edu/assessment/arc_library.htm
LEVEL 1 Read with understanding/convey ideas in writing
Level 1 Exit point for NRS Beginning ESOL Literacy level:
Adults completing Level 1 have no or minimal reading or writing skills in any language.  They may be able to recognize and copy letters, numbers and a few words (e.g. own name). They may have little or no comprehension of how print corresponds to spoken language. They may also have difficulty using a writing instrument.
	

	READING
	WRITING

	· Determine the reading purpose.

· Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.

· Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.

· Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.

· Integrate it (i.e., new information) with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose.
	· Determine the purpose for communicating.

· Organize and present information to serve the purpose, context and audience. 

· Pay attention to the conventions of the English language usage, including grammar, spelling and sentence structure to minimize barriers to readers’ comprehension.

· Seek feedback and revise to enhance the effectiveness of communication.



	

	OHIO BENCHMARKS

	R 1.1

R 1.2

R 1.3

R 1.4

R 1.5

R 1.6


	Recognize letters, numbers and some basic sight words.

Use strategies to understand text (e.g., decode simple familiar words, use pictures, picture dictionary or bilingual dictionary).

Use strategies to monitor word recognition of letters, words and numerals (e.g., reread).

Recognize important personal information in print.

Show awareness of simple print.

Complete a task (e.g., matching, filling in a blank, circling words).
	W 1.1

W 1.2

W 1.3

W 1.4

W 1.5

W 1.6


	Generate ideas for writing (e.g., copy simple text).

Begin to organize personal information (e.g., name, address).

Produce personal information words.

Exhibit minimal control of basic grammar.

Use conventions of spelling and punctuation (e.g., sound/ symbol correspondence, capital letters for names and locations).

Edit personal information based on teacher feedback (e.g., edit name, address, birth date).

	

	EXAMPLES OF REAL-LIFE ACTIVITIES

	Adults performing at Level 1 can Read with Understanding by:

· Perusing a cash-register sales receipt to check the total amount, date and place.

· Identifying personal information on a simple form or document. 

· Reading a simplified street map.

· Matching signs with words (traffic signs).

· Interpreting emergency words (Fire, Police, Poison, Exit).

· Noting days of the week (from a calendar).  

· Identifying words with pictures in picture dictionary.

· Checking the clock time on the hour, half-hour and quarter hour.

· Identifying names of US currency and reading amounts of money. 

Adults performing at Level 1 can Convey Ideas in Writing by:

· Filling in personal information (name, address, phone number) on a very simple form (timesheet).

· Copying information onto a simple form (from insurance card to fill out medical form).

· Recording information (name, phone number) about classmate in address book.

· Recording time on calendar (doctor appointment).

· Exchanging addresses and checking writing for spelling and legibility.
· Making a list using picture prompts (grocery, clothing, shopping).


LEVEL 2 Read with understanding/convey ideas in writing

Level 2 Exit point for NRS Low Beginning ESL Level:
Adults completing Level 2 can read numbers and letters and some common sight words. They may be able to sound out simple words. They can read and write some familiar words and phrases, but have a limited understanding of connected prose in English. They can write basic personal information (e.g., name, address, telephone number) and can complete simple forms that elicit this information.
	

	READING
	WRITING

	· Determine the reading purpose.

· Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.

· Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.

· Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.

· Integrate it (i.e., new information) with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose.
	· Determine the purpose for communicating.

· Organize and present information to serve the purpose, context, and audience. 

·  Pay attention to the conventions of the English language usage, including grammar, spelling and sentence structure to minimize barriers to readers’ comprehension.

· Seek feedback and revise to enhance the effectiveness of communication.

	

	OHIO BENCHMARKS

	R 2.1

R 2.2

R 2.3

R 2.4

R 2.5

R 2.6
	Recognize basic survival words and signs (e.g., stop, enter, exit). 

Use strategies to understand text (e.g., decode familiar words, recognize common sight words, use pictures, picture dictionary or basic ESOL dictionary).

Use strategies to monitor decoding and word recognition of letters, words, and numerals (e.g., reread, question).

Seek clarification by rereading.

Draw conclusions (e.g., from graphics, from words). 

Complete a task (e.g., follow simple one-step directions such as “Open book to page 20.”)
	W 2.1

W 2.2

W 2.3

W 2.4

W 2.5

W 2.6


	Generate ideas for writing (e.g., copy simple text, use picture dictionary).

Organize personal information (e.g., name, address). 

Produce familiar words and short learned phrases (e.g., “I come from Mexico.”).

Exhibit beginning control of basic grammar (e.g., “to be” verb in present tense, subject pronouns).

Use conventions of spelling and punctuation (e.g., increasing phonemic awareness, capital letters at beginning of sentences, periods).

Begin to recognize simple errors (e.g., legibility and word order).

	

	EXAMPLES OF REAL-LIFE ACTIVITIES

	Adults performing at Level 2 can Read with Understanding by:

· Recognizing words from a grocery list and prices in a store advertisement to make decisions about purchasing.

· Reading personal names and addresses in order to make an invitation list.

· Recognizing people’s names and locations (office numbers in order to distribute interoffice mail to the correct locations). 

· Identifying basic warning or safety signs (at work, school).

· Reading product and store names or symbols on signs and storefronts to identify places to shop.

· Identifying months, days and dates on a personal calendar to identify and enter important events (doctor’s appointment, anniversary).

· Following short (two- to five-word) written instructions (on a worksheet).
Adults performing at Level 2 can Convey Ideas in Writing by:

· Writing responses to personal information prompts (applications, registration forms, work orders).  

· Addressing an envelope/package (including return address).

· Recording dates.

· Filling out a simple form (money order, check).  

· Writing a simple list without prompts.

· Writing personal names and addresses (for an invitation list).

· Writing product names and quantities (to fill a purchase order).

· Writing responses to questions (about self and family).


LEVEL 3 Read with understanding/convey ideas in writing

Level 3 Exit point for NRS High Beginning ESOL level:
Adults completing Level 3 can read most sight words and many other common words. They can read familiar phrases and simple sentences but have a limited understanding of connected prose and may need frequent re-reading.  Adults can also write some simple sentences with limited vocabulary. Meaning may be unclear. Writing shows very little control of basic grammar, capitalization and punctuation and has many spelling errors.

	

	READING
	WRITING

	· Determine the reading purpose.

· Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.

· Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.

· Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.

· Integrate it (i.e., new information) with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose.


	· Determine the purpose for communicating.

· Organize and present information to serve the purpose, context and audience. 

· Pay attention to the conventions of the English language usage, including grammar, spelling and sentence structure to minimize barriers to readers’ comprehension.

· Seek feedback and revise to enhance the effectiveness of communication.

	

	OHIO BENCHMARKS

	R 3.1

R 3.2

R 3.3

R 3.4

R 3.5

R 3.6


	Comprehend basic information (e.g., signs, notes) and simple sentences.

Use strategies to understand text (e.g., use a basic ESOL dictionary or bilingual dictionary, ask questions, decode common words, use pictures).

Use strategies to monitor decoding and word recognition of simple sentences with familiar vocabulary (e.g., make word lists, look back or read on, identify word errors). 

Seek clarification by looking back to text or reading on.

Draw conclusions (e.g., from phrases, from simple sentences). 

Complete a task (e.g., follow longer directions such as “Call Maria at home at 9 p.m.”).
	W 3.1

W 3.2

W 3.3

W 3.4

W 3.5

W 3.6


	Generate ideas for writing (e.g., word webs).

Organize simple sentences. 

Produce simple sentences on familiar subjects.

Illustrate some control of basic grammar (e.g., present and simple past tenses, prepositions, subject-verb agreement).

Use conventions of spelling and punctuation (e.g., commas in a list, end punctuation, common spelling patterns).

Edit and revise writing based on teacher feedback.

	

	EXAMPLES OF REAL-LIFE ACTIVITIES

	Adults performing at Level 3 can Read with Understanding by:

· Identifying product names and quantities to fill a purchase order.

· Comprehending personal information prompts in order to accurately fill out a form (simple applications, registration forms).

· Reading warning or safety signs (at work, in the community).  
· Reading a doctor’s appointment card accurately.
· Following simple instructions on a label (taking medication, baking a prepared dish). 

Adults performing at Level 3 can Convey Ideas in Writing by:

· Writing a simple list without prompts.

· Writing a very brief and simple notice (lost/found or “For Sale”).

· Writing a journal entry (about what was learned in class that day).

· Writing questions (current class topic, American cultures).

· Writing sentences to answer questions (about work, health).

· Writing simple descriptive sentences about an object (It is red.)    

· Writing a short simple note of one or two sentences following a model on a greeting card.

· Writing a message to a family member about leaving the house.

· Revising written work after teacher comments.


LEVEL 4 Read with understanding/convey ideas in writing

Level 4 Exit point for NRS Low Intermediate level:

Adults completing Level 4 can read simple material on familiar subjects and comprehend simple and compound sentences in single or linked paragraphs containing familiar vocabulary. They can write simple notes and messages on familiar situations but may lack variety in sentence structure, clarity and focus of writing.  Show some control of basic grammar (e.g., present and past tense) and spelling. Use some punctuation consistently (e.g., periods, commas, question marks, capitalization).
	

	READING
	WRITING

	· Determine the reading purpose.

· Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.

· Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.

· Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.

· Integrate it (i.e., new information) with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose.


	· Determine the purpose for communicating.

· Organize and present information to serve the purpose, context and audience. 

· Pay attention to the conventions of the English language usage, including grammar, spelling and sentence structure to minimize barriers to readers’ comprehension.

· Seek feedback and revise to enhance the effectiveness of communication.



	

	OHIO BENCHMARKS

	R 4.1

R 4.2

R 4.3

R 4.4

R 4.5

R 4.6


	Comprehend information in common forms and simple paragraphs (e.g., simple job application, classifieds, phone book).
Use strategies to understand text (e.g., use a basic ESOL dictionary or bilingual dictionary, apply context and language clues).
Use strategies to monitor comprehension of simple paragraphs on familiar topics (e.g., restate, copy and rephrase text, use context).
Seek clarification by asking and answering questions.
Draw conclusions (e.g., from sentences using sequence of events or description, from simple paragraphs using sequence of events or description).
Complete a task (e.g., follow two-step to three-step directions such as “Call Maria at home at 9:00 p.m. and invite her to dinner.”).
	W 4.1

W 4.2

W 4.3

W 4.4

W 4.5

W 4.6


	Generate ideas for writing (e.g., discussions).

Organize simple sentences with a beginning, middle and end. 

Produce a simple paragraph on a familiar topic.

Use grammatical structures (e.g., future and common irregular past tenses, commonly-used adjectives, pronouns, prepositions, possessives). 

Use conventions of spelling and punctuation (e.g., apostrophes, commas in complex sentences).

Edit and revise writing based on teacher and peer editing.

	

	EXAMPLES OF REAL-LIFE ACTIVITIES

	Adults performing at Level 4 can Read with Understanding by:

· Reading aloud a picture book with very simple text to a young child.

· Comprehending a short narrative (about a community concern to identify and think about personal community issues, immigrant experiences to reflect on and learn about personal heritage).

· Reading about entry-level job duties in order to decide whether to apply.

· Choosing an appropriate greeting card (for a friend or family member).

· Decoding a simple chart (about job benefits to figure out if hospitalization is covered).

· Understanding bills to know how and when to pay them (utility, credit card).

· Reading the newspaper (the weather forecast to decide on appropriate clothes for a weekend trip).
· Understanding abbreviations (classified ads, weights and measurements).
· Following a bus schedule (planning where to get on/off).
· Following simple directions or recipes (how to plant seeds, make a sandwich).
· Perusing the classified advertisements (to find job, place to live, merchandise). 

Adults performing at Level 4 can Convey Ideas in Writing by:

· Writing a brief excuse letter for an absence (from school, work). 

· Writing a short narrative (about a community concern).

· Writing messages in simple greeting cards for friends or family.

· Writing simple summaries (of job benefits for a co-worker).

· Writing a simple “While You Were Out” message in response to a phone call at work.
· Writing a brief description (of self, a classmate, the classroom or another place).

· Writing directions step-by-step (share a favorite recipe).

· Filling out a form (change of address, deposit slip, simple job application, insurance).

· Exchange writings with a classmate for editing purposes.  


LEVEL 5 Read with understanding/convey ideas in writing

Level 5 Exit point for NRS High Intermediate level:

Adults completing Level 5 can read text on familiar subjects that have a simple and clear underlying structure (e.g., clear main idea, logical order).  They can use word analysis skills and context clues to determine meaning with texts on familiar subjects. They can write simple paragraphs with main idea and supporting details on familiar topics (e.g., daily activities, personal issues) by recombining learned vocabulary and structures.  They can self- and peer-edit for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors.
	

	READING
	WRITING

	· Determine the reading purpose.

· Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.

· Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.

· Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.

· Integrate it (i.e., new information) with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose.
	· Determine the purpose for communicating.

· Organize and present information to serve the purpose, context and audience. 

· Pay attention to the conventions of the English language usage, including grammar, spelling and sentence structure to minimize barriers to readers’ comprehension.

· Seek feedback and revise to enhance the effectiveness of communication.



	

	OHIO BENCHMARKS

	R 5.1

R 5.2

R 5.3

R 5.4

R 5.5

R 5.6


	Comprehend simple graphs, charts, diagrams and paragraphs.
Use strategies to understand text (e.g., draw on prior knowledge, use a basic ESOL dictionary, look for root words).
Use strategies to monitor comprehension of information on familiar topics with unfamiliar vocabulary (e.g., recall, explain the content of the text, use simple, examples).

Seek clarification by restating and rephrasing.
Draw conclusions.

Complete a task (e.g., follow multi-step directions on familiar topics such as directions to the library).
	W 5.1

W 5.2

W 5.3

W 5.4

W 5.5

W 5.6


	Generate ideas for writing (e.g., Venn diagrams, brainstorming).

Organize simple writing with a developed beginning, middle and end.

Produce simple paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting details.

Use some complex grammatical structures (e.g., transitions, prepositions, articles, modals) with errors. 

Use mostly correct spelling and punctuation.

Edit and revise writing based on self editing using dictionaries and checklists.

	

	EXAMPLES OF REAL-LIFE ACTIVITIES

	Adults performing at Level 5 can Read with Understanding by:

· Comprehending job benefits information to make decisions about personal choice of benefits.

· Reading a short story (about cultural differences, losing a job).

· Identifying a poster (on minimum wage to determine if a job wage is legal).

· Following written citizenship application procedures. 

· Finding information in a manual (for work, school).

· Reading instructions (for basic First Aid, how to make a long distance call).

· Interpreting labels (cleaning products, clothing care, over-the-counter medications).
· Responding appropriately to written communication (from a child’s school).  

· Comparing/contrasting points of view from a simple text. 

Adults performing at Level 5 can Convey Ideas in Writing by:

· Writing a brief conversational letter (to friend, family, classmate).

· Writing an easy-to-read information booklet for young children. 

· Writing simple step-by-step instructions for everyday activities (directions to a party).

· Writing a simple poem (for a grandchild).

· Writing about a personal work experience to prepare for resume development.

· Writing a short note about a problem (at work to alert a supervisor, to a landlord).

· Filling out a form (work order, vacation application, medical history, job application, log book).

· Revising according to a checklist.


LEVEL 6 Read with understanding/convey ideas in writing

Level 6 Exit point for NRS Advanced level:

Adults completing Level 6 can read moderately complex text related to life roles and descriptions and narratives from authentic materials on familiar subjects. They use context and word analysis skills to understand vocabulary and use multiple strategies to understand unfamiliar texts.  They can make inferences, predictions and compare and contrast information in familiar texts.  They can write multi-paragraph text (e.g., organizes and develops ideas with clear introduction, body and conclusion), using some complex grammar and a variety of sentence structures. They make some grammar and spelling errors and use a range of vocabulary.
	

	READING
	WRITING

	· Determine the reading purpose.

· Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.

· Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.

· Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.

· Integrate it (i.e., new information) with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose.
	· Determine the purpose for communicating.

· Organize and present information to serve the purpose, context and audience. 

·  Pay attention to the conventions of the English language usage, including grammar, spelling and sentence structure to minimize barriers to readers’ comprehension.

· Seek feedback and revise to enhance the effectiveness of communication.

	OHIO BENCHMARKS

	R 6.1

R 6.2

R 6.3

R 6.4

R 6.5

R 6.6
	Read authentic materials to gain knowledge (e.g., to prepare a report).

Use strategies to understand text (e.g., skim and scan, use dictionaries, use word parts).

Use strategies to monitor comprehension of information on unfamiliar topics (e.g., pose and answer questions, alter reading rate). 

Seek clarification by explaining content and giving examples.

Draw conclusions (e.g., summarizing from multiple paragraphs, using fact/opinion). 

Complete a task (e.g., follow complex directions such as recipes).
	W 6.1

W 6.2

W 6.3

W 6.4

W 6.5

W 6.6


	Generate ideas for writing (e.g., outlines from resources, notes from resources).

Organize writing with a developed introduction, supporting details and conclusion.

Produce a multiple paragraph text with an introduction, body and conclusion.

Use a variety of grammatical structures (e.g., perfect tenses, clauses, indirect objects) with few errors.

Refine use of conventions of spelling and punctuation.

Edit and revise writing based on self editing and other feedback.

	

	EXAMPLES OF REAL-LIFE ACTIVITIES

	Adults performing at Level 6 can Read with Understanding by:

· Comprehending a brief newspaper article (editorial, advice column). 

· Decoding charts (fast food nutrition chart to choose a meal that is low in fat).

· Perusing the TV Guide (for parental guidance).

· Reading information (about jobs details, labor unions, financial institutions).

· Reading a magazine article for information (on health, children, sports).

· Understanding a brochure (from a health clinic, work, school).

· Deciphering fact/opinion (from reading about an urban legend).

· Following instructions on how to do something (apply for health insurance or US citizenship).

· Summarizing a workplace meeting from reading the agenda and minutes.  

Adults performing at Level 6 can Convey Ideas in Writing by:

· Writing an argument for something important to self.  

· Writing a brief letter to the editor, to clarify one’s own opinion on a subject.

· Writing a letter of appreciation or congratulations (to a relative, coworker, classmate).

· Writing comprehensive directions (favorite recipe). 

· Writing a brief story about a personal event or a report on their native country. 

· Writing a short incident/accident report at work.

· Writing an agenda for an upcoming meeting. 

· Writing a business letter requesting something.  

· Writing a memo to employees.

· Writing a resume and cover letter.

· Revising with a more complex checklist.
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