	Adult Readiness:  Information Networks


	Academic


	Career

	
	Personal


	College


What the research says
According to Karp, Hughes and O’Gara (2008)
, traditional frameworks of student persistence (i.e., Tinto’s framework of social and academic integration) are assumed to be less applicable to community college students because they do not have time to participate in social activities, such as clubs.  In their longitudinal, qualitative study of two urban community colleges in the Northeast, the authors examined the ways that first-year students (N=44) engaged with their college.  Students who reported feeling a sense of belonging were more likely to persist: 90% of integrated students persisted while only 66% of non-integrated students persisted.

Participation in information networks was a key mechanism encouraging integration.  Information networks are social ties that facilitate the transfer of institutional knowledge and procedures and are found to help students access good information, make good decisions, and feel confident that they can be successful in college and belong.  Students generally reported developing networks through in-class experiences.  Over time, academic and social integration intertwined with social relationships being rooted in academic study.

Sample strategies
In this study, information networks were found to be especially strong in Student Success courses and in courses where instructors used student-centered learning strategies (e.g., classroom discussion, assignments that required interview college staff).  Part-time, older, and low-income students were less likely to create information networks so it is important that transition programs help their students understand information networks and to practice developing these avenues of support.
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How I will apply this research
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Feedback Loop
What worked:




What I’ll do differently next time:
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� See entire study series at http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/Collection.asp?cid=62
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