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Session I - Don’t Tell Me How to Study; Teach Me How, by Robyn Rennick, 
Program Director for the Dyslexia Research Institute in Florida


Session Description:  Students with learning differences often understand information being presented but do know strategies for retaining and applying the information.  Practical, multi-sensory strategies were presented to assist student learning.  These strategies have been effectively used by the presenter with positive results using the Hardman Technique.


Handouts Included:  - Don’t Tell Me How to Study; Teach Me How to Study, The Hardman Technique Teaching Content Using A Systematic Mulitsensorial Language Approach (Speech outline)

- Multisensorial Teaching, Passive vs. Active

- A Thematic Approach To Teaching Reading Strategies Curriculum Outline


 Session Impressions:  It was refreshing to see techniques modeled that are tried and known to work.  Learning and interacting with the students is important so that strategies are well organized into a study plan.  Robyn was a solid presenter that utilizes effective skills to assist active student learning. My only concern was that she used no technology strategies within her presentation.

Session II - KEYNOTE SPEAKER - College Success For Adult Students Using 
Noncognitive Variables, by Dr. William Sedlacek, Professor Emeritus, 
University of Maryland, College Park and Senior Author of Racism in 
American Education: A Model for Change, A Measure of Racial Attitudes, 
The Situational Attitude Scale (SAS), and Beyond the Big Test: Noncognitive 
Assessment in Higher Education


Session Description:  College entrance tests are limited in what they measure and are culturally biased so other alternatives are recommended for college acceptance.  Some of these alternatives should measure self-concept, nontraditional leadership, long-term goals, community development, and handling of racism.  Dr. Sedlacek described the 3 types of intelligence in order to explain why these other components may be necessary in order to more fully evaluate a candidate for college admission.

Handouts Included:  - Noncognitive Measures for Higher Education Admissions

- Power Point of Speech


Session Impressions:  Dr. Sedlacek is extremely knowledgeable and believes standardized tests and grades have serious limitations in telling us what we need to know about the academic potential of college applicants from diverse backgrounds and cultures.  He describes an alternative system of assessment based on noncognitive variables and seemed to have many valid points to support his beliefs.

Session III - College Transitions Curriculum for English and Math, by Larinda Meade, Christina Parks, and Kelley Heath, Maine Adult Education


Session Description:  This interactive session allowed us to see a glimpse of how Maine uses a standards-based curriculum model for college transition English and Math courses.


Handouts Included:  -Presentation Power Point and Recommended Website List

There were not enough materials for everyone so materials were to be emailed later.


Session Impressions:  Progress is being made toward transitioning ABLE students to college.  Academic instruction, technology, study skills, counseling, mentoring, and partnerships are some components of this comprehensive college prep model. Grant money is used in addition to regular funding.  A career plan is developed for all.  This program seems to streamline college transition and make enough sense to the students that they want to take ownership for personal success.

Session IV - GED Completer Transition Program:  Five Innovative Components, by Dr. Craig Piso (psychologist) and Peter Balsamo (administrator Luzerne County Community College in Pennsylvania). 


Session Description:  Project Success was designed for GED completers who scored at least 2500 on their test battery.  This is a college prep transition program that tries to effectively retain students while increasing their academic performance by having students enroll in two special credit courses emphasizing academic preparation and life skills.  Two classes of students have now completed Project Success with 6 out of 26 initially completing the two credit courses.  Results were still out for the second round of Project Success at the time of the conference.  Much private funding was utilized for this program


Handouts Included:  None


Session Impressions:   This program tries to transition students after completion of the GED.  Private funding was sought and utilized which helped absolve some of the frustration set forth through traditional funding.  I would have liked to know more about how a grant was written and what type of funding was awarded.

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Session V - Partnerships For Success: The Program Level, by Jenniffer Herrera-Andujar, Elizabeth Payamps, and Impact Team, Bronx Community College, New York


Session Description:  Future Now, a campus based GED and college readiness program partnered with IMPACT (Improving My Progress At College Today) where transition rates jumped to 95% and college retention rates quadrupled in less than a year.  There is a student-centered program at Bronx Community College where students take ownership for learning.  It serves formerly incarcerated and criminally at risk youth, ages 16-24.


Session Handouts:  Power point of presentation


Session Impressions:  There is an energy and excitement about this program.  Staff and students spoke about their experiences but I am at a loss as to how they got to be so successful.  The community and the Mayor’s Office of Adult Education have been very supportive of this program but I would love to have seen a chronology of program implementation.  During a time of tight budgets, how did this program bypass all the nonsense and gain the momentum and support?  This is a program I would love to hear more about and go to visit to gain new information and strategies.  All involved in the program seemed to have a contagious energy and everyone was united and had ownership for the program and learning.

Session VI - Transition To College and Careers, by Sandy Goodman, Brenda Gagne, Robin Hodgkinson and Elia Dreyfuss, Transition to College and Careers (TCC) Project, Holyoke Community College, Massachusetts


Session Description:  College preparation, career counseling, and supplemental online instruction were all key components of this pilot project.


Session Handouts:  -TCC Career and Education Plan, -HTH 101 Introduction to Health Career Course, - Regional Healthcare Career Coaching Model, -BOE Curriculum Pilot Data, -Science Experiments


Session Impressions - A 3 credit course is offered to explore health careers and majors.  Students are actively involved in all learning and planning so the curriculum has meaning and an action plan is developed.  An interesting aspect was the science curriculum.  Most work is done online but experiments are done together first then can be completed at home with the student becoming the leader at home.  A Family Science Fun Night is done at the community college where all family members come, wear lab coats, and do the experiments.  Since Science is often difficult for ABLE students, many conference participants were interested in this component.  It is thought that seats will eventually be sold to interested programs.

Session VII - KEYNOTE SPEAKER - The Missing Piece:  Learners As Partners In Adult Education,  Jenniffer Herrera-Andujar, Future Now, Bronx Community College, New York


Session Description:  Jeniffer earned her GED in 2003, a BA in Sociology with a minor is Psychology in 2008, and is currently enrolled to earn a MS in Business Management and Leadership.  She previously worked for the Mayor’s Office of Adult Education as the Adult Learner Leadership Coordinator.  Currently she is part of the Future Now team at Bronx Community College. (See Session V notes about this program.)  Jeniffer came from ‘the Hood’ and believes all can succeed and become anything with hard work and support.  She is a dynamic speaker and so enthusiastic.


Session Handouts:  None


Session Impressions:  The pride and enthusiasm displayed by this entire team told it all!!
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