
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
          

 

                  
                

Washington Local’s 2009 Ameri-CAN Food Drive!  
      ABLE students donated canned goods to the Salvation Army. 
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Web Resources  
 
Apply for a Job with the US Census - 
http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/ 
 
Best sites to learn about:  
Earthquake in Haiti  - http://tinyurl.com/yaysf3c 
Winter Olympics - http://tinyurl.com/ykz6crz 
 
Graphic Organizer Worksheets for FREE - 
www.worksheetlibrary.com/subjects/graphicorganizers 
  
USCIS Blog – Launched on January 21st, USCIS 
responds to Haiti. www.uscis.gov/blog 
 

 

NERC Library  
Resources  

All About the USA: A Cultural Reader, 2nd 
Edition by Milada Broukal and Janet 
Milhomme, Pearson Longman, 2008. 
 
Exploring Second Language Reading: Issues 
and Strategies by Neil Anderson, Heinle & 
Heinle, 1999. 
 
Global Outlook 2: Advanced Reading by 
Brenda Dyer and Brenda Bushell, McGraw 
Hill Contemporary, 2003. 
 
Language Games: Innovative Activities for 
Teaching English by Maureen Snow Andrade, 
TESOL, Inc., 2009. 
 
True Stories in the News: A Beginning Reader, 
3rd Edition by Sandra Heyer, Pearson 
Longman, 2008. 
 
To access these resources, go to 
www.neablelibrary.org, reserve the book 
online or call 800-361-7076. 
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Assessment: BEST Literacy 
 
 Just a few reminders about the BEST Literacy test. This test assesses a student’s reading and writing 
skills at NRS ESL levels 1-5. It can be administered to a group or individually and takes about an hour.  
There is no formal training, but test administrators must have the most current Best Literacy Test 
Manual (June 2008) for conversion charts, writing samples and rubric. The test booklets (Forms B and 
C) were updated in 2006 and Form D was added as another option for post-testing. Any two forms can 
be combined for pre and post-testing as long as a different version is used for the pre and post. For 
example, a student could pre-test with Form C and post-test with Form D.  
 
Programs can order Forms B, C or D at a discount and request a complimentary manual (1 per program) 
from the Northeast ABLE Resource Center.  To download the BEST Plus Literacy Test Order Form, 
visit www.neable.org/esol/assessment/esol-assessment.  Call 800-361-7076 with questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alternative Delivery Professional Development: 5 More Opportunities! 
Register for these and 74 others at http://mercury.educ.kent.edu/database/rcn/calendar_results_alternative.cfm        
 
How to Teach Reading by Edward Frye is a handy guide to aid teachers and tutors in teaching their adult students to read.   
 
The Immigrant’s Way, written by Cleveland attorney and Chinese immigrant Margaret Wong, will be of interest to 
American readers seeking to become better informed about U.S. immigration law and history, but its primary audience is 
fellow immigrants.  
 
The Mango Season by Amulya Malladi is about an Indian woman who hides her engagement to an American man from 
her traditional Brahmin family.  
 
The Sound of Language by Amulya Malladi is about an Afghan woman who starts a new life in a foreign country after 
escaping war-torn Kabul and forms an unexpected alliance a Danish widower. 
 
Teaching Writing Online: How & Why by Scott Warnock details how to migrate the writing class to the textual 
environments of Learning Management Systems, Email, LISTSERVs, Message Boards and other tools that emphasize the 
writing process. 

Northeast ABLE Resource Center 
www.neable.org 

 

Classroom Activity: State of the Union Address 
 
Wednesday night, President Obama delivers his State of the Union Address on national television.  
You can make it a teaching moment. See the attached document for a reading and vocabulary 
activity that you can use with your students tomorrow!   
 
Courtesy of Najwa Badawi at Washington Local EL/Civics program   
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Write down the meanings of the underlined words from the passage: 

Requires: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Capitol Building: _______________________________________________________ 

Delivers: ______________________________________________________________ 

Unique: ______________________________________________________________ 

Variety: _______________________________________________________________ 

Protocol:______________________________________________________________ 

Standing ovation:_______________________________________________________ 

Jusitices:______________________________________________________________ 

President’s cabinet:______________________________________________________ 

Catastrophe:____________________________________________________________ 

Podium:_______________________________________________________________ 

Submit:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Watch the State of the Union address and write down one question you would like to ask the 
president. 

 

 

 


